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action that would effect our goal
overnight, a time frame cannot be
established. We hope for building a
succession of wins, and if not wins
immediately then at least a succession
of stirrings of consciousness. We hope
to encourage those who are still silent
to speak out, awakening community
after community about the heavy hand
of state and federal wildlife management
agencies. We hope to alter whatever
belief still exists that sport hunters are
conservationists and champions of the
environment to a realization that they are
destroyers of wildlife and ecosystems
in the narrow and broad sense. Where
the natural feeling for wildlife doesn’t
exist, we strive to engender among
citizens outrage that their own rights
are violated by legal hunting and their
quality-of-life diminished.

Luke A. Dommer was the founder of the
Committee to Abolish Sport Hunting. He
was its president from 1976 until his passing
in August 1992. Mr. Dommeris research and
publications served as the foundation for the
anti-hunting movement. He remains, through
this organization, an invaluable and dedicated
warrior in the battle to save wild animals,
the environment, and general public from the
silent economy that encourages and preys on
the passion of a few to kill the wildlife that
belongs to all.
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SPRING IS THE SICKEST TIME

TO HUNT BEARS

BY JIM ROBERTSON

This article contains excerpts from Jim's book, Exposing the Big Game

Unless you’ve been out of the woods
too long, you probably already know
that black bears across most of North
America hibernate for the cold, dark
winter months and wake up hungry
and ready to get back to the business
of being a bear come Spring. And
it’s fairly common knowledge that a
“sow” will den with her newborn cubs
and bring them out when she emerges
from her long winter’s nap.

But what a lot of people would be
surprised (disgusted, appalled) to
know is that hunters in several back-
wards Western states make sport of
hunting bears in the springtime, rath-
er than waiting for fall when bears
are not so bleary-eyed and are a bit
more wary of the dangers they or
their cubs may face around the next
bend in the trail—and when maybe
they’ve had a few good meals under
their belts. Sows often see to it that
their cubs are safely up a tree before
they go off after nourishment of their
own. Not knowing (or caring) that a
bear has her young hidden nearby,
spring bear hunters are notorious
for turning dependent young cubs
into starving orphans in the name of
their sport, sausage, trophy, or rug.

This is not at all to say that fall bear
hunting is fair or humane. To the
bears and those of us who care about
them, it’s cold-blooded murder, plain
and simple. But compared to spring
bear hunts, well, almost nothing is
more twisted than that, except per-

haps, bear baiting, hound hunting, or
trapping. Washington residents and
a coalition of wildlife advocates testi-
fied at a Wildlife Commission meet-
ing this winter via zoom, resulting
in a stay of execution for bears this
spring and a decision not to make
spring bear hunts permanent atroc-
ities in the state.

Though representatives of Washing-
ton’s Department of Fish and Wildlife
must pride themselves in their Vul-
can-like vacuousness when it comes to
non-human animal issues, some com-
missioners seem to have been able to
relate to sentiments like the follow-
ing, printed in Spokane’s Spokes-
man-Review on March 13th by Sa-
mantha Bruegger: “I admit I have
an ‘emotional’ reaction to the killing
of ‘Mama Bears’ and the orphaning
of their cubs. I don’t apologize for
that. The ability to empathize with
others, including other species, is
part of our humanity.”

That of course is using the term
“humanity” in the positive sense,
rather than the epithet that it becomes
when people decide it’s acceptable to
bait, hound, and otherwise destroy our
fellow animals in the Spring, Sum-
mer, Fall, or sometimes even Winter
(in places like Alaska, where killing
hibernating bears in their dens is legal
and where eradication of non-humans
to eliminate the competition is a pri-
mary motive). Not surprisingly, Alas-
ka is one of the crazy-eight states that
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LETTER FROM

THE PRESIDENT

Dear Cﬂm mem/am, olmwrs, sumw@ém, Mn—[mntm/s, and fu@@-f&a(ﬂw( anti—fmntm, n fact, anijone
who ”m'y[lt stumble onto this /mwtatwn (@coe,yt those of You who consider yours&&ms sl/umf hunters--this
newsletter was not reweey ‘meant fo?/ Your eyes, and IT'd hate fo’b Your heads to @c’o&a(e.)

One of our wntirmin(f] ijects here at the Commitfee to ﬂév&s/r Siw?i %mtin‘:q (s to 'make a(mzy o[teo/(s
0({ jovg/& aberts under the [teao[uys "%mtin(f] ﬂm’ﬁ(mts" and OtAM/, related /(eywo”w(s, such as "[mntirg],”
,'fmlorjytq" and uhuntw," fo’z/ an\l/t/rirg that shouldl go on our website's %mﬁirtq ﬂwéo(mts/?ﬂmtirg Violations
rmje. That and our dm@ /y&j and {:_aoeévo/( {mje are amstant@ urw(ateo( with items ol{ interest to jooo(
srw?i /zunﬁin‘ﬂ abolitionists &'J(e yours&&ms_

Well, me thinﬂ that's rea/eey stood out mee the /Jecqinnin(q ol{ the new year) has been the dozms and
a(ozens ol{ articles rerwabirg one mwt[n%, over and over ao(—mz/uswm, ijﬂmﬂ to their readers how safe
the Year 2022 has been in the state oo[ Tepcas fm, fvunlx’ng accidlents (so far) ach 00[ them crcm)incq &r&(ey
that there have been no [mn(x’rg accidents since the calendar ergeo( over to the current Year. That jot me
t/z[n/(irtq that they sound &J(e tflq/'re ooverirtq fm/ somethivtq and fryirtq to spruce up hun[x’nﬂ's L'mcye to
distract the Iw,w&)us ﬁom the harsh reweufy 0{{ s,um? %aruwﬁirfq."ﬁe fa‘ct that the thousands ol{ bullets
feying every which way are eventua,éey joing to hit a member 0({ the most numerous srbeoia on the Ffan&t
(the cmey s[woia that rea/eey matfers to t[wm) and go o record as a yet another lnunﬁng accident

Sure &VWl{q[I, a cluw/( oﬁreo/( at our website’s %nﬁng ﬂooio{ents archives a‘rw( it became lear that they were
all oopying Wctwwe@y word fo@ word a state game olefmrtmmt [press re&ase, which must have been fry-
in(q to ’ma’/(e up fn several, fmjéc inoéo(ents, mo@uo&n(q a fata&ty J'ust Cast November, Z?t[z, when a fatlrw
in East Texas shot and killed his 44year-o&( D(a/ujﬂlhyp with a lzgﬁr—lwwmw( rf’f& while t[wy were /w‘rt«'a'-
//mﬁry na lﬁ'mw(e:/ ﬁmntinﬂ autirg.

The ftregowirtq (s ﬁom a eoca/@TWs news station: "szmﬁﬁs p(alwtm said when tiw\l/ arrived on scene, th&y
fomw( the ﬂl/z/e wét/r &ﬁ-flzreatmnﬂ inj'uréw. T[re jl/pe was su{ofwsw( to be ta/(m to the hosp&a/e Af/ heli-
wfyt% but due to inclement weather in the area, abl, emergency fle&oo/&tm were jromw(w(. @efwtm said
she had to be ta/(m l;y EMS to Christus Good SLMM Medical Center in G&Wg\)ww @M/M'Afe &'fwavin(q
&ffoﬁs, the jl/be Was p/umounoeo( o(eao{, oﬁ[tbia/& satd”

L(nfo@funaf%f, sad scenarios such as this will continue as &mg as Lmnfx'rtq (s a ”S,/I,O’Lf.”
Until next time,

j im

Jim Robertson

?rm'o(mt, the Commitfee to ﬂ&)&sh Siw?t %ntirg




BEARS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

still allows spring bear hunting. The other states include
Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, and Arizona.

The more you learn about what offenses are committed
against non-human animals, the more you, as a self-respect-
ing non-hunter, should be inspired to take the next step in
your evolution away from exploitation. My own anti-hunt-
ing stance crystallized over 25 years of living close to nature
in prime wildlife habitat, adjacent to a wilderness area in
Washington’s North Cascades mountain range. With a loyal
dog and two horses for companionship, I made my home in
a rustic cabin beyond power, phone, or mailbox. My neigh-
bors were deer, coyotes, snowshoe hares, bears, cougars,
ravens, and occasionally, moose, elk, wolves, or wolverine.
Steller’s jays, gray jays, juncos, nuthatches, chickadees, pine
siskins, several species of woodpeckers, squirrels, and chip-
munks were regular visitors to my feeders. At night, flying
squirrels clocked-in for their shift at the bird feeders while
owls called from the cottonwoods. Muskrats, wood ducks,
and Canada geese found food and shelter in the local bea-
vers’ ponds. And if I stayed away from the cabin too long,
chances were good that an ermine or bushy-tailed wood rat
would take up temporary residence.
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My closest human neighbor lived two miles downriver, at
a junction where the road turns to gravel and heads up into
the national forest. This junction marked the last point where
the county snowplow cleared the average five feet of snow
that piled up throughout the winter. From there to the cabin,
my carbon footprint was a pair of cross-country ski tracks.

Life was good for this peace-loving student of nature, and
I was as content as a clam at high tide in the isolation from
the maddening throngs. But, things went sour after the For-
est Service “developed” the area by putting in a snowmo-
bile snow park just down the road and the county began
plowing to within half a mile of my cabin. The road past
my place then became a groomed snowmobile playground
when it was covered with snow in the winter

Photo © Jim Robertson

For all the years I was out in the heart of this “sports-
man’s paradise,” [ never succumbed to the lure of “living
off the land” at the expense of the local wildlife. Wild ani-
mals are my friends, and I don’t make a habit of killing and
eating my friends.

Unfortunately, the few people who drove out my way
were usually up to no good: road hunting, poaching,
or prowling around for signs of critters to harass in the
up-coming hunting season. When recreational fur-trap-
pers, hound-hunters, and bear-baiters started operating in
the area, rather than taking part in the ‘fun,” I again sided
with my animal friends and did whatever I could to be of
hindrance, ultimately joining the successful voter-initiative
campaigns to ban trapping, hound-hunting and bear-baiting
in Washington State.

Through the generations, bear tales have been told, em-
bellished upon, amplified, and retold by people wanting
to justify cruelty to those they fear. But, technologically
untouchable consummate killing machines, hunters—out-
fitted with bows, rifles, and shotguns, riding triumphantly
astride four-wheelers—are unrivaled in terms of their de-
structive force. Meanwhile, bears must rely on their natural
faculties when forced to defend their territory, their lives,
or the lives of their young—virtually the only times bears
resort to violence. Patience and restraint, two characteris-
tics sadly lacking in most humans, symbolize the true na-
ture of the ursine order.

Indeed, a “legal” attack on a bear by a weapon-wielding
human is about as honorable as a paranoid superpower lev-
eling the mythically gentle, stone-aged Tasaday tribe with
an H-bomb, while branding them the hostile ones. No doubt
bears are proud, powerful animals who deserve respect and
warrant a dose of caution, but their reputation as a menace
is far out of proportion with reality. While bears (including
grizzlies) might be responsible for the deaths of one or two
North Americans annually, 50 people die from being stung
by wasps, 70 are fatally struck by lightning, and 300 will be
shot to death in hunting accidents.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Clearly, the hunting of bears is just some sort of warped
game, motivated by a lecherous desire to make trophies
of their heads and hides. But, dangerous and terrifying as
bears must seem for big game hunters out to prove their
manhood from behind the security blanket of a loaded rifle,
they aren’t the “most dangerous game,” as the serial killer,
Zodiac—an avid hunter who grew bored with lesser prey
and advanced to hunting hu-
mans—would attest.

As the late Charlie Russell,
author of Grizzly Heart: Liv-
ing Without Fear Among the
Brown Bears of Kamchatka,
observed, “Hunting guides
describe bears as ferocious,
unpredictable and savage
predators. They tell one
horrifying story after anoth-
er about people being torn
apart. The victims are al-
ways those who approached
the encounter poorly armed.
Then the guides move on
to recount countless acts of
sportsman bravery: tales of
real men stopping huge an-
gry bears just short of the
barrel of their guns. They
keep it up until their clients
are shaking in their boots,
barely able to muster the
courage to face the dreadful
foe”

An irrational fear of bears
dates back to the earliest days
of American history, when
Daniel Boone (that guy who
went around with a rotting
raccoon on his head)—Ilike
Buffalo Bill, with Bison—
was on a mission to make a name for himself by racking up
the biggest ursine body count. The bears Boone killed (and
there were many) in North Carolina and Tennessee were
members of a uniquely North American species which, like
coyotes, evolved here on the Western Hemisphere.
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Springtime is an especially devious time of year to be
ending an animal's life, yet spring hunting seasons seem
to be gaining popularity among unscrupulous hunters
practically everywhere. Spring is when “Tom” turkeys
are looking for mates, and in states like lowa, Ohio, Okla-
homa, Louisiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, etc.,
and it’s the time for camo-clad sport hunters to try to lure
them in with turkey calls that sound like a receptive female.
(Predictably, more than a few turkey hunters have met their

ends when their over-eager, fellow hunters fired away in
response to the convincing camouflage and turkey calls.)

Hunters and their supporters are quick to point out any-
thing they do that might seem helpful to the animals (always
the species they want to target). But applauding hunters for
their environmental efforts, while ignoring the deadly re-
sults of their primal passions,
can be likened to praising
pedophilic priests for shel-
tering homeless choirboys
while ignoring their true mo-
tive for spending time with
youngsters. Turning a blind
eye to ‘“‘conservationist”
hunters’ offenses against an-
imals is akin to discounting
Ted Bundy’s selfish crimes
against women just because
he volunteered some of his
time on a rape crisis ho-
tline. Like a covetous child
molester, the hunter preys
on the defenseless, and like
a serial killer, he leaves his
victims emotionally scarred
and physically wounded, or,
preferably, dead

Hunters® so-called wild-
life conservation ethic ex-
ists only so animals can be
“harvested” again and again.
Hunters live for the day they
can register a record-break-
ing trophy with the Boone
& Crocket Club—a group
formed by Teddy Roosevelt
“to promote manly sport
with rifles.” Teddy Roosevelt didn’t mind calling hunting
a “sport,” but some of today’s wildlife-slayers are getting a
bit more politically savvy, as they choke down the unpalat-
able “harvests,” calling it “subsistence” to try to justify the
murder.

Spring for black bears should be a time for reawak-
ening, birthing, and filling their empty bellies. Unlike
polar bears, they are not strict carnivores living on a
barren, ice floe habitat. American black bears live down
in the land of plenty, preferring to forage on foliage or
flowers while keeping peacefully to themselves.

Jim Robertson is the author of Exposing the Big Game. He is
president of C.A.S.H.




IS RAISING PHEASANTS TO BE SHOT CONSERVATION?

Described in https://www.morningagclips.com/day-old-pheasant-chick-program/ as: The Day-Old Pheasant Chick
Program is a conservation program aimed at increasing pheasant populations for the benefit of hunting, birdwatching,
and youth development. (Courtesy Photo)

In a press release sent by the NYS DEC at the end of January, the first two paragraphs read, New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos today announced that applications are now
available for DEC’s cooperative Day-Old Pheasant Chick Program, which allows people to participate in raising and
releasing pheasants to enhance the State’s fall hunting opportunities. The program is provided through DEC’s partner-
ship with hunters, 4-H youth, and interested landowners.

“Pheasant hunting has a long history in New York and remains popular among hunters,” Commissioner Seggos said.
“The Day-Old Pheasant Chick Program is a great way to experience the outdoors and raise pheasants while providing

hunters with the opportunity to learn about animal husbandry.”

For their full press release, view: https:/www.dec.ny.gov/press/124653.html

THE LEAGUE OF HUMANE VOTERS RESPONDS...

The League of Humane Voters®/NY
sent the following letter to key legislators:

While the background below may
seem like a digression, it’s vital to un-
derstanding the entity behind the pro-
gram that encourages families to raise
pheasants for hunting. We trust it will
provide insight into the diabolical pro-
gram that is now being encouraged by
the Bureau of Wildlife via the DEC.

If one were to look at an organiza-
tional chart of the DEC, it would take
a while to find the Bureau of Wildlife
(BOW). At some point it would be
seen under the Division of Wildlife
and not given much thought. Yet, it is
the bureau that encourages the raising

of pheasant chicks to be shot by those
who have a hunting permit.

BOW needs to be identified as it
remains largely out of sight and pro-
tected from scrutiny.

BOW'’s primary purpose is to man-
age wild animals for hunting. Killing
animals for “sport” is not only fun and
games for less than 3% of New York’s
population; it’s serious business that
works hand-in-glove with the firearms
industry. BOW is the government en-
tity that the firearms industry funds
to increase wildlife populations and
provide hunting opportunity. At
the same time, hunters, through their
purchase of fircarms and ammuni-

tion, bows and arrows, and crossbows
and bolts, increase the revenue of the
weapons industry. Yet, BOW remains
in the shadows as the DEC serves to
shine a positive light on their activity
without ever mentioning the bureau.
BOW who?

The inextricable relationship
between BOW and the firearms
industry came about after the Pit-
tman-Robertson Act of 1937 was
approved by Congress. The P-R
Act placed a dedicated excise tax on
“sporting” firearms and ammunition;
The Act was later amended to include
bows and arrows, and crossbows and
bolts. Game divisions in all states re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6




PHEASANTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

ceive an apportionment of the weap-
ons excise tax based on the number
of hunting permits they sell and their
physical size. In case it was missed,
legal “sporting” weapons in New
York include semi-automatic hand-
guns and rifles, such as AR-15s.
In NY, semiautomatic rifles were
considered to be “safer” allowing
a mere seven bullets to be shot in
quick succession rather than thirty.

We are unaware of any other di-
vision of government that is in a
self-serving relationship with a pri-
vate industry, whose purpose is to
benefit less than 3% of the NY pub-
lic that in turn benefits the industry.

In 2020, BOW’s P-R apportion-
ment was close to 16 million dollars
- not one penny of which benefits
the general public. The P-R Act re-
quires that the apportionment be used
solely to manage wildlife for hunting.
Hunting in turn requires the purchase
of firearms and ammo, bows and ar-
rows, and crossbows and bolts, thus
increasing the profits of the firearms
industry.

Firearms excise taxes function
differently from other excise taxes.
In contrast, the excise taxes on al-
cohol and tobacco contribute to the
General Fund. A humorous analogy
to the BOW model would be a Bu-
reau of Smoking that receives funding
from cigarette manufacturers in order
to encourage more smoking so that
this circular economy can continue
its self-serving partnership. How long
would the public tolerate it?

LOHV/NY is asking for transparen-
cy of this government entity that re-
mains hidden within the DEC. In ad-
dition to exposing BOW’s activities,
the public should know if the General
Fund contributes to BOW’s self-serv-
ing goals.

Using children and families to raise
pheasants to be shot, while shocking
to most New Yorkers, is “nothing
new,” according to Reynold’s Game
Farm, owned by BOW. They say that
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pheasant rearing by families has been
going on for about 100 years. It’s “tra-
dition”! But what’s new is that it’s just

getting noticed!

BOW’s diabolical program at Reyn-
old’s Game Farm (owned by BOW)
may be shut down thanks to a bill in-
troduced by Assemblymember Lin-
da Rosenthal who sponsored A01388.
This bill “prohibits the state’s participa-
tion in artificial pheasant propagation
activities; closes any state-owned or
operated pheasant production facility.”

Thinking ahead, BOW has decided
to emulate and promote the 4-H mod-
el of having children raise animals
and then turn them over for eventual
slaughter.

...And how does this affect chil-
dren? An excellent article can be
found here: https:/sentientmedia.org/
when-4-h-kids-choose-sanctuary-
over-slaughter/

LOHV®/NY believes that while the
New York public will accept raising

&

animals for food, it’s unlikely that
the public would view raising pheas-
ant chicks for the pleasure of killing
them in the same light. Add to that
the realization that it enhances the
profits of the firearms industry, and
the program becomes totally repug-
nant. Nor would most New Yorkers
agree that putting firearms into the
hands of 12-year-olds is a normal
“sport.” And for what purpose? To
teach children that killing is fun?
That they are serving the noble pur-
pose of “restoring” wildlife? Using
such terms as “conservation” in this
context brings disgrace to the term
itself, and I daresay to the DEC.

...And what about the birds them-
selves?  Imagine the suffering of
wounded birds who may not have
been hit with shot in a vital organ
and will continue to survive into the
winter months when finally, and pain-
fully, they succumb to the elements.
And that is not even the end of the
nightmare, those birds in the process
of dying are predated upon by birds

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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PHEASANTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

of prey, and the pheasants who have
died become carrion for vultures or
other wildlife, then predators of those
animals become lead-poisoned. Ask
wildlife rehabilitators how heart-
breaking it is to watch raptors die from
lead-poisoning. And what does all of
the lead shot that is scattered onto the
land year after year do to ground wa-
ter and food for both wildlife and hu-
mans?

“Restoration” in wildlife manage-
ment lingo does not mean bringing
back endangered species, rather it
means annually restoring the deci-
mated populations caused by hunting
in order to have sufficient victims for
the following hunting season! Hunt-
ing of any species cannot be sustained
without creating new victims.

The irony is that the DEC’s mis-
sion statement and goal are:

To conserve, improve and protect
New York’s natural resources and en-
vironment and to prevent, abate and
control water, land and air pollution,
in order to enhance the health, safety
and welfare of the people of the state
and their overall economic and social
well-being.

DEC’s goal is to achieve this mis-
sion through the simultaneous pur-
suit of environmental quality, public
health, economic prosperity and so-
cial well-being, including environ-
mental justice and the empowerment
of individuals to participate in envi-
ronmental decisions that affect their
lives.

While noble in theory, we ask how
the DEC’s advocacy of producing
pheasants, non-native birds, for
hunters, as well as the unloading of
lead shot into the environment for

hunters’ enjoyment and recreation
can be reconciled with their mission.

Ensconced within the DEC, BOW
remains largely under cover and pro-
tected from scrutiny. It’s difficult to
get detailed reports of funding, but
we have to assume that BOW is pro-
vided with taxpayer funding, if only
for their costly overhead, advertising,
promotion, legal costs, etc.

LOHV/NY urges full transparency
of all funding that BOW receives and
how it is used. We also urge transpar-
ency of other DEC divisions that serve
the purpose of BOW while serving
their own.

We ask the DEC to discontinue
BOW?’s program of using children
and families to raise pheasants for
the killing as it is incompatible with
their mission and the sensibilities
and ethics of most New Yorkers.

To see more about pheasant hunting:
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/life-and-culture/erry-2018/10/722855ceb03454/7-things-upstate-ny-hunters-sh.html

If you have the stomach for it, here is a video of how it’s done!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNpR AaTyhrc&list=RDCMUCm3af9XtbGdk TiQylmYvbw

https:/www.wivb.com/news/new-york/new-york-pheasant-release-program-opens-applications/

Eye on the News:

IN INDIA, POACHERS
HUNTING PEACOCK
KILL 3 POLICE

LUCKNOW, India May 14 (Reu-
ters) - Three Indian policemen were
shot dead by wildlife poachers. The
poachers had opened fire after refus-
ing to surrender when confronted by
the officers.

The peacock is the national bird
and a protected species in India, and
hunting them carries a penalty of up
to seven years in jail.

https:/tinyurl.com/3ejmkn88




ERIE COUNTY EXECUTIVE,

PLEASE STICK TO YOUR GUNS!

Jeffery Termini, an Erie County res-
ident, responded to the letter this way:

In response to the short-sighted and
ill-informed letter telling Erie Coun-
ty’s executive to rescind his veto that
disallowed deer hunting by 12-year-
olds, I say, “Hooray for County Ex-
ecutive Poloncarz for protecting the
residents of Erie County.” He should
be a role model for all counties.

Hunting is about as safe a “sport” as
running into traffic to see how close
you can get to an oncoming vehicle.
Then, to add 12-year-olds to the mix
is reckless. Some folks might enjoy the
thrill of running at cars but consider
the consequences to the families and
to the driver who may run down the
individual, and the cost incurred by
all. In other words, other people and
property need to be considered, not
merely the fun of the 12-year-old.

Comparing the “safety” of hunting to

other types of sports, such as football

or golf, is silly. The absolute accidents need to be looked
at within the full context of the number of participants and
the number of hours of participation in the activity. Hunt-
ing has a relatively small number of participants, and the
hours spent hunting pale by comparison to other sports.
So, when the number of hours of participation is small,
and the number of participants is small, the number of ac-
cidents that occur is huge relative to activities with far
more participants and far higher hours of participation.

Smiling child holding antlers.

On April 6, an audacious letter was published in the Buffalo News that demanded that the County Executive of
Erie County, Marc Poloncarz, rescind his decision to not opt-in to lowering the deer-hunting age to twelve!

When those variables are considered,
hunting is off the scale for the number
of accidents and fatalities.

That there were no reported incidents
with 12-year-olds carrying and using
firearms during 2021, should not be
celebrated as a permanent condition.
Basically, we are tempting fate and
literally dodging bullets. Firearms in
anyone’s hands pose risks that we're
all too aware of.

The letter writer even states that
12-year-olds are less safe in school
than in the woods hunting as he ref-
erences a 12-year-old who was beaten
up at school. Has he thought about
the consequences if arguing children
in school had firearms?

We urge the Erie County executive to
stay firm in his veto and encourage
the other county executives of New
York State to follow his example of
bravely protecting the public.

Sincerely,

Jeffery Termini
League of Humane Voters of New York

(Published in the Buffalo News 4/13/22.)
https:/tinyurl.com/hoorayforpoloncarz

To see photos of 12 year olds who've killed deer, visit:
https://tinyurl.com/yc2m93fe.

Vegans need never go hungry
in Rochester -

They just go to the Red Fern!

BY ANNE MULLER

I’'m not kidding. My good friend, Maureen
Schiener, suggested that we meet there for
lunch. It was worth the 6-hour trip! (Just kid-
ding, we were visiting family near Rochester.)

Do try it if you get to the area.

https:/redfernrochester.com/
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Eye on the News:

GUN DEATHS WERE THE LEADING KILLER
OF US CHILDREN IN 2020

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-61192975
THIS ARTICLE APPEARED BEFORE THE MOST RECENT MASSACRES IN BUFFALO, NY, AND UVALDE, TX

According to the article, Guns overtook car crash-
es to become the leading cause of death for US
children and teenagers in 2020, new research
shows. Data from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) shows that over 4,300 young
Americans died of firearm-related injuries in 2020.
While suicides contributed to the toll, the data shows
that homicides form the majority of gun-related deaths.

AR-15, the most popular rifle for hunting.
https://pixabay.com/photos/ar-15-rifle-armalite-assault-rifle-5538179/

According to the research - which was published in the New England Journal of Medicine - the rise in
gun-related deaths among Americans between the ages of one and 19 was part of an overall 33.4%
increase in firearm homicides nationwide.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REPORT:

* Homicides, the study noted, disproportionately impact young Americans.
* Over the same time period, the rate of firearm suicides in the US rose by 1.1%.

* The overall rate of gun deaths of all reasons - suicide, homicide, unintentional, and undetermined
- among children and teenagers rose by 29.5%, more than twice that of the wider population.

* "We continue to fail to protect our youth from a preventable cause of death,” said a research letter
published in the Journal.

* In past years, gun-related deaths were second only to car crashes as the leading cause of death
among young Americans.

* Gun violence in the US has increased since the Covid-19 pandemic began in early 2020.

"The reasons for the increase are unclear," the research letter said. "It cannot be assumed that firearm-related
mortality will later revert to pre-pandemic levels".

A separate study, published in the Annals of Internal Medicine in February, found that 7.5 million US
adults - just under 3% of the population - became first-time gun owners during the pandemic between
January and April 2021. This, in turn, exposed 11 million people to household firearms, including five
million children.

HUNTING IS THE GLARING OMISSION FROM
NEWS REPORTS ABOUT RECENT MASSACRES:

C.A.S.H. asks if the proliferation of guns during the pandemic could have been due to the fact that
game agencies were promoting hunting as a way to spend time while people were staying home
from work. Game agencies saw this “downtime” as an economic opportunity to engage people in
the shooting sports.

In New York the Bureau of Wildlife increased the daily shooting hours. They extended hunting by
one hour (30 minutes before sunrise and 30 minutes after sunset!).

They extended hunting of big game by six more days calling it “Holiday Hunting” to encourage the

entire family to participate.




COMMENTS TO THE ERIE COUNTY ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

Chair: Tim Meyers, Chair Legislature: April Baskin, Vice-Chair: Jeanne Vinal,
Members: John Bargnesi, John Mills, Frank Todaro

Submitted by Anne Muller, League of Humane Voters/NY/Western NY

While the initial news reports of the hideous massacre of Af-
rican Americans in Buffalo blared across the country, there
was no mention of hunting in the background of the 18-year
old assailant, Payton Gendron. A day later, some stories said
his father had given him a “firearm” legally, other reports
left that out. The firearm was an AR-15 that was modified for
a magazine (cartridge) that carried only 10 rounds (bullets).
Apparently, what had been a legal firearm in NYS was then
re-modified to be able to accommodate a 30-round maga-
zine. What still may not be understood by the public is
that the AR-15 semi-automatic firearm is a LEGAL fire-
arm in New York so long as it is modified to only hold a
10-round magazine.

Twelve-year-olds were legally able to use an AR-15
semi-automatic rifle for killing small game, but until
2021, they couldn’t hunt “big game” (deer) when, ac-
cording to a NYS Bureau of Wildlife employee, an AR-
15 or AK-47 is “more likely” to be used, since Killing
small game with a semi-automatic weapon would be a
“waste of bullets.”

However, consider that a magazine can quickly be re-
placed with a fresh magazine, so the shooting can con-
tinue within a few seconds. That is the ridiculous mod-
ification that got so much applause when passed under
Cuomo’s administration.

When Kathy Hochul, New York’s governor, was inter-
viewed following the Buffalo massacre of primarily Black
victims, she touted the safety of NY’s gun laws, and said
because NY had restrictions on the magazine size, she, the
FBI, and local police were “looking into” how this mass
murder could have happened.

It was discovered that Payton Gendron re-modified the NY
modified AR-15 to accommodate a 30-round magazine that

THE LEAGUE
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OF NEW YORK

May 19, 2022

had been bought in Pennsylvania! So, PA’s lax gun laws were
blamed, in part, for the massacre!

Yet, EVEN IF the firearm had not been re-modified to al-
low for a larger magazine, ten people could have been killed
with the NY legal firearm! And ten people were killed!

In addition to the ridiculous assertion that the re-modified
AR-15 was the cause of the problem, there is the loophole
that Payton Gendron’s mental issues never factored into the
permitting process because his father allegedly bought him
the rifle for hunting.

What the public STILL doesn’t know is that AR-15 and
AK-47 semi-automatic rifles are legal for hunting in NY
so long as they are modified to only take a 10-round mag-
azine! The number of magazines or firearms that can be
used, however, are not limited!

Erie County should be proud of their Executive, Mark Polon-
carz, as Erie was one of only two counties among the eligible
NY counties to not opt-in to a lower hunting age. Instead, Erie’s
Executive has been vilified by hunters, legislators up for re-elec-
tion, and the BUREAU OF WILDLIFE (BOW) within the DEC.

If we follow the money, let’s ask which entities profit from
the proliferation of firearms and ammo? The Bureau of Wild-
life, within the DEC, EXCLUSIVELY receives a share of the
firearms excise tax based in part on the number of hunting
permits it sells. This puts BOW in the pockets of the firearms
industry! Then, counties receive sales tax on the weapons. Is
it any wonder why gun laws are so hard to get?

NYS and counties need to sever their ties to the firearms
industry, stop managing game animals to be the victims
of hunters for the sake of the firearms industry, and truly
make the country safe.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11




LOHV/NY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

BOW is a dangerous division of the DEC with outsize power While this expose is little consolation to the families who lost
and influence - accountable to no one. New York needs to loved ones, and it will never bring back lost lives, it provides
stop their goal of putting lethal weapons into as many hands some clarity for why protective gun laws are so hard to get.

as possible. Especially if it involves stooping so low as to THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT THE GUN INDUSTRY
arm children. In the light of the recent massacre, this is es- IS WITHIN OUR GOVERNMENT AND IT MUST BE
pecially heinous. BOOTED OUT.

The Mission of the League of Humane Voters® (LOHV) is to create, unite, and strengthen
local political action committees, which work to enact animal-friendly legislation and elect
candidates for public office who will use their votes and influence for animal protection.

LETTER TO SENATOR KRUEGER'’S OFFICE

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife pdf/jrhunterlegislativereport21.pdf

You may have seen the February 22, 2022 DEC (Bureau of Wildlife) report at the link above. It just came to LOHV/NY’s
attention as it was discussed today in the Erie County Environmental Committee. The DEC (Bureau of Wildlife) is pressur-
ing Erie County to allow 12- and 13-year-olds to hunt big game, including bears. The report consists of shocking recom-
mendations as they push for a rescission of Mark Poloncarz’s veto of the opt-in vote to lower the age for hunting big game.

Should their recommendations be implemented, it would wipe out any gains made by Senator Krueger in the 2021 budget
bill. It would deny home rule to counties with regard to a lower age for hunting big game, and it would rescind the exclusion
of bears from being killed by young children.

Here is a summary of their recommendations:

Recommendation 1 would make the lower hunting age for killing big game perma-
nent immediately, rather than waiting for the 3-year pilot to end and then making
a decision. This recommendation would take away the ability of counties to make
their own decisions about youth hunting where there is a possibility that sentiment
could change as more of the public becomes aware of the program.

Recommendation 2 would overturn the bear exclusion that was wonderfully put
into the 2021 budget bill by Sen. Krueger. The DEC (Bureau of Wildlife) recom-
mends that bears be included with deer to become victims of hunters’ firearms
(including AK-47s and AR-15s and crossbows that shoot like guns).

Recommendation 3 would eliminate the “opt-in” option and extend the lower
hunting age for all of NYS. They specifically target the exempt counties of West-
chester, Suffolk, and Westchester for the ostensible sake of “uniformity” and con-
venience of the hunters. Basically, it’s the same recommendation as their first, that
the state should simply impose the lower hunting age on all counties.

The Bureau of Wildlife’s imposition on counties should no longer be tolerated, and
their reversal or side-stepping of law that passed in 2021 should not be allowed.

We look forward to hearing from you and look forward to any recommendations =/ s
you may have. See above link for BOW's report

to the NYS Legislature.
Best,
Anne Muller

League of Humane Voters/NY
914-388-5221
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HUNTING - HELIGION

Compassionate people who are religious/spiritual believe that life, including animal life, is God-given. However, many
religions see non-human animals as lives that serve the needs of humans. Animal lives can be taken for the sake of
humanity is a popular church-sanctioned belief. That viewpoint can be confusing and upsetting to people who value
animals for their own sake. Some of our members might be experiencing the same exasperation with their religion or
church and may be able to identify with the people who’ve shared their views below.

If you would like to be in contact with the authors, please email us at wildwatch@verizon.net

H.L. of lowa has written to us over the years about his dismay over the fact that:
MOST RELIGIONS DON’T ADDRESS ANIMAL PROTECTION

For space reasons, this is a much shortened version of the complete letter. If you would like to be in touch with the
author, kindly let us know at wildwatch@verizon.net Be sure to put “Animals in Religion” in the subject line.

Opinion by H.L.

Sadly and infuriatingly, cruelty to animals is deeply entrenched in our religion and culture. Anyone can be a sport
hunter, vivisector, fur trapper, hell-on-wheels driver, and still be an esteemed member of any mainstream church.
Religion doesn’t think any of the above is “cruelty.” The Bible is hostile to animal rights and vegetarianism. Only
“humans” matter in religion.

DISMAY OVER INCONSISTENCY IN A SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

We have been attending many of the meetings of our local Seventh Day Adventist church.
The church recommends its members be vegetarian, so that’s good. Of course, being
vegan would be better! I would say at best that about half of those who attend are
vegetarian. Yet, consider this, the church has three elders...

One elder likes to hunt often. Each summer he is involved in commercial

fishing in Alaska. He came back after a fishing trip to Alaska and said the
crew caught, I forgot, either 64,000 lbs or 64 tons of fish for processing into
food for humans.

The second elder likes to hunt deer with both gun and bow, he also hunts
turkeys and other animals. He also likes to fish.

The third elder doesn’t hunt but likes to fish. I have heard he releases the
fish, but that’s still wrong. I do know they raise a number of sheep. Some of
the sheep have lambs that they send off to the slaughter industry. I would think a
little part of a person dies when a person separates the lambs from the mother and
the other sheep, and sends the frightened lambs to a strange and very harmful place.

We don’t approve of any of these animal consumptive activities in which the elders participate. You would think that
religious organizations would have far-reaching compassion that would include all life forms.

For more on this topic, we encourage you to visit the website of our host, The Mary T. and Frank L. Hoffman Family
Foundation https://www.all-creatures.org/ff/index.html and www.all-creatures.org.




Dear Aunt Anne

Dear Aunt Anne,

I don’t understand how people can
complain that we are killing all the
deer when, no matter how many we
kill, there are more and more. And it’s
not just deer that seem to multiply be-
cause of hunting, it’s coyotes, too. So
please stop saying that we're wiping
out wildlife populations.

Sincerely puzzled,
Harry F.
New Paltz, NY

Dear Puzzled Harry,

C.A.S.H. can explain to you in sim-
ple terms why every time you Kkill a
deer, more will appear the following
season. State game agencies have
figured out the biology and behavior
of various species of wildlife to the
advantage of hunters and hunting.
Let’s look first at coyotes. Coyotes
in natural packs consist of an alpha
male and an alpha female. Without
hunting, only the alpha pair will
mate and have young, and the other
members will help to raise the pups.

Once an alpha male or alpha female
is killed or trapped, or otherwise re-
moved from the pack, ALL the coy-
otes begin to mate and have young.
Thus, the population of coyotes will
increase.

In the case of deer, since deer are
not monogamous, and a male deer
can impregnate many females, the
ratio of males to females will deter-
mine the number of offspring for
the following hunting season. If the
game agencies are trying to build
numbers of deer for hunters’ guns
or other weapons, they will want
hunters to take males only and leave
females to give birth. The fewer
males there are, the more food will
be left for the females so that they
can have healthier offspring.

This is really the short of it, Puz-
zled. If you’re still puzzled, I suggest
that you take a look at many of our
articles for a more thorough under-
standing. You will find it clear that
hunting is a business that involves
our state government and the fire-
arms and archery businesses. Once
that basic fact is understood, you’ll
no longer be puzzled.

Dear Aunt Anne,

1 really wanted to talk to Uncle Joe,
but I guess I have to ask you, since Joe
is doing TNR these days.

I love cats, too, but I can see how
those little furry hunters can affect the
ecology of my backyard woods. Just
yesterday, I saw a cat playing with a
chipmunk and when he saw me run-
ning at him to save the chipmunk, he
ran away.

How can you be against human hunt-
ers but be for cat hunters? I feel that
you are being hypocritical.

Cat M.
Florham Park, NJ

Dear Cat,

We reached out to Uncle Joe and he
pounced at the opportunity to ad-
dress your letter.

Hi Cat. Nice name! 1 hope this
doesn’t get too confusing, but there’s
a huge difference between human
hunters and cat hunters. First con-
sider this — domesticated cats are
obligate carnivores, meaning that
they need the nutrients in meat to
stay healthy. Humans don’t need to
eat any meat, and studies show that
when we don’t eat any at all, our risk
of dying from any cause plummets
(https://www.nih.gov/news-events/
nih-research-matters/vegetarian-
diets-linked-lower-mortality).

Then consider this: TNR (the pro-
cess of trapping feral cats, having
them spayed/neutered, vaccinated,
and ear tipped for identification)
humanely reduces the number of
outdoor domesticated cats and as a
result, reduces the number of cats
killed in animal shelters. Spaying/
neutering renders them perma-
nently unable to reproduce, and
returning them to the area where
they were living prevents some-
thing known as “the vacuum effect”
— when new cats move into an area
to take advantage of the shelter and
food that is available but not being
used by the cats who were trapped
and removed. Spaying and neuter-
ing also makes the cats better citi-
zens in that they no longer have the
desire to roam an area for breeding
opportunities, and are less likely to
fight among themselves and exhibit
other behaviors that often prompt
calls to animal control for the pur-
pose of trapping and removing
them. Additionally, TNR doesn’t
end with the neutering and return
of the cats, it also maintains feral
cat colonies through proper feeding
and sanitation to keep messes and
hunting behaviors to a minimum.
With regular sources of fresh food
and water cats are less likely to hunt
and this reduces their impact on
local wildlife. Cats are individuals
and some will indeed continue to
hunt, but like other predators their
efforts will result in strengthening
wildlife populations because they
target the old and weak, while the
healthiest and strongest animals
do not become their dinner and are
able to reproduce. TNR is good for
cats and for wildlife and when we
humanely address the situation ev-
eryone wins.

More food for thought: Game agen-
cies don’t manage game animals for
cats to Kkill with various types of
firearms including semi-automatic

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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https://www.nih.gov/news-events/nih-research-matters/vegetarian-diets-linked-lower-mortality

LETTERS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

weapons that use lead ammuni-
tion. Cats also don’t kill each oth-
er, whereas humans often kill and
wound other humans in what are
called “hunting accidents.” Just
take a look at the many accidents
that C.A.S.H. has documented over
the years https://abolishsporthunt
ing.org/hunting-accidents/ -- and
these reports are still just a fraction
of what actually happens during
hunting “seasons.” When and if
cats start buying AR-15s and cross-
bows to Kill for fun, we will definite-
ly reconsider our pro-TNR position.

Uncle Joe

Dear Aunt Anne,

I'm so fed up with anti-hunters who
think they’re holier than thou. I grew
up in a hunting family and we were
subsistence hunters. We ate what my
daddy killed and we were happy to
have the meat. If not for my daddy’s

hunting we all would have starved. Is
this what you think is ok? That a fam-
ily of humans can starve to death so
that a deer can live? I think you peo-
ple are totally upside down.

Harvey H.
Madison, WI

Dear Harvey,

C.A.S.H. stands for the Committee
to Abolish Sport Hunting. I em-
phasize “Sport.” Please understand
that the game agencies couldn’t care
less about you, your family, or the
other subsistence hunters. To them,
you are a drop in the bucket when
it comes to making money for them.
You go into the woods one time a
year with your old muzzleloader,
you use one lead bullet from a box
that you purchased 10 years ago,
and you go back home, not to show
up for another year! If all hunters
were like you, the entire hunting
economy would collapse.

You and your ilk are less than 1%
of the entire hunting population
and you do nothing for the firearms
business. I’m sure they see you as
moochers off the managed deer that
they work so hard to overpopulate.
If you’re hunting legally with a per-
mit, then I guess you contribute a
tiny something since the portion
of the firearms excise tax they get
is based in part on the number of
hunting permits they sell, but if you
aren’t getting a permit, you are do-
ing nothing for them at all.

Does that mean that we think you’re
ok? Not at all. We’re very sorry
that you are eating meat when there
are so many great veggies to eat and
so many great meat analogs. Seri-
ously, we’re concerned about your
health, so please look into other
food options. I know that old hab-
its are hard to break but do give it
some thought.

GLARING OMISSION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Prior to that, they had created a 3-year pilot pro-
gram that counties had to opt-in to (most did with
encouragement from BOW) allowing children 12
and 13 to hunt deer with firearms and crossbows.
Now BOW remains relentless at trying to prema-
turely turn this pilot program into a permanent
condition! Most recently, they recommended
adding killing bears, and expanding hunting into
highly populated areas close to NYC in order to
increase gun usage. Yet no one is looking at
hunting as a source of gun acquisition, nor as a
source of indifference to taking lives!

We ask when the gun control groups will start to
address this important aspect of gun violence. If we
just follow the money, we will see that throughout the
United States, the excise tax on firearms and ammu-
nition goes exclusively to the state bureaus that man-
age wildlife for hunting (the USE OF FIREARMS) to
kill precious wild animals.

When humans are killed, they are merely collateral
damage in the inextricable financial relationship be-
tween government wildlife management divisions
and the firearms industry.

Managing wildlife for hunting has to stop. It’s the
only way to get the firearms industry out of gov-
ernment and provide relief for people and wildlife!



https://abolishsporthunting.org/hunting-accidents/

C.A.S.H. CATALOG

A Voice in the Wilderness

Videotape approximately 20 minutes.
$12.00 and $8 for members.

This video is an expose of wild-
life management by Luke Dommer,
founder of C.A.S.H. It was produced
by Focus on Animals, CT. Esther
Mechler of Focus has generously
given C.A.S.H.
the right to sell
this videotape.

Copies have been
generously  do-
nated by Nan-
cy Gordon of
HAVE, an audio-
visual company
in Hudson, NY.

Luke Dommer

C.A.S.H. HAT
Neon Orange, One Size Fits All - $7.50

C.A.S.H. T-SHIRT
Bright Orange, X-Large - $12.00

Front of shirt

HOW YOU CAN
HELP US DO MORE:

v/ Become a member

v Include WILDLIFE WATCH, INC. in your
will (you may earmark bequests for C.A.S.H.).
Please include Wildlife Watch Inc. in your Will
or Trust, and/or make Wildlife Watch one of
the beneficiaries of your life insurance policy.

v Donate shares of stock, avoid capital gains,
and get a tax deduction! Notify your broker or
the company whose stock you hold. Ask them
to transfer stock to Wildlife Watch, Inc. Feder-
al Tax Identification Number: 13-3076705

A copy of our latest annual report may be
obtained from Wildlife Watch, Inc., or from the
Office of the Attorney General, Charities Bureau,
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.

PETER'S HUMOR?

C.A.S.H. apologizes if you are not amused

A hunter walks into a bar looking as
though he had just crawled out of a
swamp. He walks up to a woman and
asks, "Want to hear a joke?" She
answers, “No thanks, I'm already
looking at one.”

©OO

A hunter loses his way and is feel-
ing hungry, thirsty and desperate.
He starts praying. After some
time, he feels his prayers have
been answered when he finally

Contrary to public opinion, hunters
actually do hold patents and copy-
rights on some major inventions;
here are some of them:

+ Inflatable dart board

* A dictionary index

+ Ejector seat in a helicopter

- Powdered water

* Water-proof tea bag

bumps into another hunter. “Boy, ©00
am I glad fo see you! I've been lost Q: What did the hunter get on his
for hours. IQ fest?
“That's nothing,” the other hunter ,. ;
replies. "I've been lost for a week!" A: Saliva
OO OO

Fans of Peter's Humor

https://lwww.ebaumsworld.com/pictures/happy-smiling-animals/557305/#

If you have hunter jokes to share for possible publication, please email
Wildwatch@verizon.net and put “Humor” in the subject line.

CONTACTS:

Jim Robertson, President
wolfcrest@hotmail.com

Anne Muller, Editor, C.A.S.H. Courier
wildwatch@verizon.net

Your generous contributions will help
us to do much more.

Thank you for your support.

Please visit:
www.abolishsporthunting.org

As always, we are grateful to

The Mary T. and Frank L. Hoffman
Family Foundation

for hosting the C.A.S.H. website!
_______PAGE15




Wildlife Watch, Inc.
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Cut out along this dotted line if returning order form

PLEASE CLIP OUT AND MAIL IN THE ENCLOSED REMITTANCE ENVELOPE:

© YES, I WANT TO HELP THE COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH SPORT HUNTING END THE WAR ON WILDLIFE:

© I AM HAPPY TO BECOME A Basic Plus Member for $50
I will receive the C.A.S.H. hat, return address labels, and newsletter. Check if you do not want a hat.

© I am happy to become a Basic member for $35
I will receive the C.A.S.H. newsletter and return address labels.

© I am happy to contribute but cannot become a member now
© I would like to make an additional contribution for Wildlife Watch

C.A.S.H. accepts MasterCard or Visa:
Card #:
Amount: Expiration Date:
Signature:

All donations are tax-deductible.
My e-mail address is
You can also pay through PayPal at www.abolishsporthunting.org link to “Donate” Thank You!

C.A.S.H. CATALOG ORDER BLANK

Description Qty $ Each | $ Total Your Name:
Street:
City:
State: Zip:
Day Phone:
Eve Phone:
Subtotal: ___ Fax:
Shipping and Handling; _$5.00 E-Mail:
NYS residents must add appropriate salestax: — Date:
Additional contribution to help C.A.S.H. carryonitswork: — Special Instructions:
Total:
You can now pay with: Ship to address below (if different from above):
Mastercard/Visa #:
Expiration Date:
Signature:
Please make checks payable to: C.A.S.H. or Committee to Abolish Sport Hunting or Wildlife Watch, Inc.






