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WHITE BUFFLALO, INC. 4%\3
FAS

By LANE FERRANTE

Last October, an article from the lo-
cal paper cameto my attention. Solon,
Ohio, had hired a firm named “White
Buffalo” to come to the City to slaugh-
ter 600 deer. City officials claimed that
“something had to be done” becausethe
deer were eating people'stulips!! They
asked residents to volunteer their prop-
erty for the hitmen to comein everyday
for amonth from 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. We
weretold they would be shooting down-
ward only from tree stands to ensure
public safety. Anthony DeNicola, Presi-
dent of White Buffalo, stated that his
bulletsdid not ricochet.

The Chief of Police confirmed this.
We learned that an ordinance was
passed on the sly to allow for the bar-
baric captive bolt. People had risen up
in great protest the previousyear against
the use of the captive bolt and the coun-
cil then agreed not to allow it. Now, a
second ordinance passed that ensured
Mr. DeNicolaand hishitmen “complete
control of the population” as he put it.
Any interference would bring an arrest
of a third degree misdemeanor. The
police were to escort the hitmen to the
kill-sites each day to ensure that no one
would interfere. The taxpayers would
be paying large sums of money for the
policeto work overtimein order to pro-
tect this mercenary. The mayor stated
that the venison would go to hunger cen-
ters so “some good” would come from
this massacre. Yesindeed, Solon’s offi-
cialsarequitethe humanitarians! When
| learned of this plan of genocide, |
knew | had to do something. | felt mor-
aly obligated. | found two people who
felt as | did, and the three of us began
to work together to stop this. | had no
idea that the deer issue was one of the
hardest of them all. Deer daughtering
isabusiness. It providesjobsand brings
in thousands of dollars every year. In
addition, | wasfighting ahuge political
machine.

The three of us stood strong, forged
ahead, and organized a meeting for the
residents at the public library. It was a
success! Theroomwas quickly filledto
capacity and people had to be turned
away. The police were there with the
K-9 unit, every TV station as well as
reporters from three newspapers
showed. Steve Hindi, President of
SHARK, came and showed his video
of how “humanely” White Buffalo per-
formed their job. Those nightmarish
images and sounds will be burned
into my brain forever. There it was,
in black and white, for the world to
see; White Buffalo shooting deer
and then placing plastic bags over
their heads to suffocate them when
the bullets didn’'t do the job. The
rocket nets and captive bolt came
next. The steel spike kept missing
their targets and connected in their
eyes, ears, etc. as they thrashed
about. When the volume was turned
up you could hear their screaming.
At one point, a councilman’s wife
chuckled and asked if we would be
serving popcorn at this movie.

After the video, we spoke to the resi-
dents about the compensatory rebound
effect [when adeer population suddenly
crashes, there are more birthsthan usual
the following spring], the safety issues,
the waste of taxpayers’ money
($500,000 had been dlocated), and non-

lethal solutions. An open mike session
followed and the residents demanded to
speak to a council member. He, how-
ever, was in the hallway where he was
verbally attacking Mr. Hindi and Solon’'s
deer protectors. This council member
refused to speak to his constituents, and
told us arrogantly that it didn’t matter
what wedid, the deer weregoing to die!
That night and the next day it was
splashed all over the news. The contro-
versy had begun. Still being naive at that
time, | was sure we had accomplished
our god. | believed that now that ev-
eryone knew the truth about this hor-
rific plan, it wouldn’t go through. This
was, after all, the 21st century. We
gained more soldiers for our army and
proceeded to go to every council meet-
ing, writeletters, educate the public, and
hand out flyers in front of stores. We
made contact with wonderful Nancy
Bowman, head of the Princeton Deer
Alliance. She became our mentor and
advisor since she had already had four
years experience with White Buffalo
and the local government there. When
thekillings began, | started to see a pat-
tern emerge. It was the DeNicola blue-
print. Everything that had occurred in
Princeton was happening in Solon. Ex-
actly!! Play-by-play.

We wanted to monitor White
Buffalo’s actions so we video-taped at
some of the kill-sites when we could
find out where they were. Everything
was shrouded in secrecy. Neighborsliv-
ing next door to kill-sitesweretold they
would be notified 24 hours beforeit be-
gan. | believe that only happened the
first day. Neighbors were pitted against
each other. Children saw the deer be-
ing dragged aong the ground after they
were killed. We witnessed White
Buffalo shooting laterally from
someone’s deck in a densely popu-
lated development. We witnessed
White Buffalo sitting in a tree with
a military grade rifle as the school
bus came down the street. We saw
them shoot and miss. Yet David
Klunzinger, head of Public Works, was
quoted in the paper as saying, “Tony
never misses.” Another time we
heard gunshots and a few seconds
later saw children go into the area
and then heard screaming. We filed
alaw-suit and lost. We came up against
many roadblocks, but we persevered
then and we will not quit now.

By March the bloodshed had ended,
602 deer were killed, they had died at
the hands of White Buffalo. The final
article in the Solon paper said that the
culling opponents had slowed the pro-
gram down. For that, we were to be
punished. Tony DeNicola strongly ad-
vised that next year a “no-feed ban”
should beimplemented, a200 ft. buffer
zone should be placed around the kill-
sites, and the captive bolt should be
used. DeNicolaalso stated that hiscount
was off and Solon had way more deer
than previously thought. Thisis a man
that was quoted in our paper saying that
he equates killing deer to brushing his
teeth. In Greenwich, CT, someone over-
heard him say that they didn’t have a
deer problem but he's more than happy
to take their money.

After the devastation, we held a me-
moria service for our dead deer in the
middle of town for all to see. Peter
Muller from C.A.S.H. and LOHV

came. He was fantastic. He came to
Solon and spoke at our memoria and
taught ushow tofight thispoliticaly. That
is our strongest defense, and | believe
the only way to win this. We can’t thank
Peter enough. A member of our group
recently did remarkable research on non-
lethal solutions. Shea sofound somedis-
crepancies in the fina report from the
city. We met with the mayor and gave
him this 800 page document and are till
waiting to hear back from him. We are
starting to meet with candidates that are
running in next fal’s election. We have
reserved abooth at the Solon HomeDays
and will be representing the League of
Humane Voters.

Most importantly, | want people to
know that any action for animalsissig-

nificant. Even the smallest help is
needed. We are all important in this
battle to force towns to act humanely.
Edmond Burke, a highly respected 18"
Century statesman, said, “ The only way
for evil to triumph isif good people do
nothing.” Please everyone, remember
those words and do your part. We are
willing and able to share our informa-
tionwithyou, although we hopeand pray
you'll never need it.

For the Deer,
Lane Ferrante

Contact info: Lane Ferrante
deerone2@juno.com or Craig Sand-
ers csanders@nls.net

MARY’S STORY

Continued from Page 1

Mary was successfully transported to
the Minnesota Wildlife Connection
on February 2, 2005. Sheisdoing well.
She has an adorable baby - agirl. There
isno fear. Thereis no hunger. Thereis
no harassment. She and her male com-
panionsfrom ColumbiaHeightsare do-
ing well. They livein Peacel

Mary’s survival is asymbol of hope!
Mary’s survival isareminder to us that
we must not kill innocent animals that
WE have placed in harm’s way. Mary
survived to teach us that as grandpar-
ents, parents, teachers, friends, city of-
ficialsand government, we must protect
our natural resources whenever pos-
sible. Mary’ssurvival demonstratesthat
compassion isnot wasted. Thetimeand
effort is worth the outcome. Mary and
her baby are proof that peaceful solu-
tions are the result of high ideals and
we can all share in that success.

Elainewrote:

Lee teaches his young visitors about
the animals, the environment and
nature's gifts....what a great way to
build a better world through our chil-
dren rather than just
teaching them vio-
lence. | will be spend-
ing the day at his
place in two weeks
and will follow some
professional photog-
raphers around as
they do their thing.
It will be so nice to
see our deer in
magazines and vid-
eos instead of in a
pool of blood after a
slaughter inside the
water works.

Several of us are
going to a Columbia
Heights City Council
... to do an update
on the deer and
squash some rumors
about the deer. Wish
us luck.

In a follow-up cor-
respondence, Elaine
wrote:

First, let me thank
you for the newslet-
ters. If you would like
to send me...and if

you can spare— another 10 or 12 |
am going to pick and choose some
“ power brokers’ —egislators, Mayor
Rybak, some television folks and
some of our local City Council mem-
bers and send them your newsletter
and some other stuff.....

Your coverage was great and | have
been told this is the first time the ur-
ban deer issue has been covered so
well and so successfully. Thank you
for that.

[C.A.SH. thanks the excellent ac-
tivists who authored the article: Laura
Hutchinson and Kelly Farig]

I will send you an update in a week
or so....I visit the deer once or twice
a month.

“Bob” our buck with the big ant-
lers is now being recorded in a Min-
nesota record book for his “ record
shed” Someone came to Lee's place
and officially measured his antlers
(shed) after they fell off. Thisis the
last year he could be recorded be-
cause this is the last year he can be
considered a “wild” deer. Lee
Greenly can tell you more about that.

4 baby skunks and one gave me a kiss.....
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WILDLIFE WATCHING - A NEW APPROACH TO MANAGEMENT

BY PETER MULLER

In arecent article we discussed the vast potential of wildlife watching as an up
and coming enterprise for government agencies and businesses. Evidently, many
government entities have already bought into it wholesale. A quick survey on the
Internet showed that at least 37 states are having state-sponsored programs that
are specifically oriented toward wildlife watching. The states that we found to
have such programsin aquick lookup are (in a phabetical order): Alabama, Alaska,
Arizona, Arkansas, California;, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois,
Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nevada, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, South Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vir-
ginia, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. The remaining 13 states may have
similar programs that didn’t show up in this search.

The agencies have uniformly adopted a print and elec-
tronic logo to stand for wildlife watching. The Washington
State Department of Fish and
Wildlifehascomewithade- g%
cal dedicated to Wildlife &€
Watching that can be £
ordered from the £
agency for $28 and |
gives the bearer aVe- |
hicle Use Permit to access Department of
Fish and Wildlifesites. We notethat thisisthe
first version of what may become a Wildlife *
Watching license to fund the agencies.

Inadlightly different approach, Tennessee hasis- =
sued aWildlife Watching Stamp to help fund its programs.

) o Whatever methodswill be ultimately

b S e s e 0 adopted by the majority of states re-

' e B R mains to be seen, but indications are

: the agencies will use some sort of li-

censing plan to increase their revenue
stream from wildlife watching.

The Federal Government also has
wildlifewatching programsin The Bu-
N reau of Land Management, The Dept

0 of Agriculture, Forest Service, TheNa-
' tional Park Service, The National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, and the US

iy !

L o

TENNESSEE WILDLIFE
B.]:LS(_I)_URCE.S AGE
000041

Army Corps of Engineers.

Numerousloca government entitiesfrom villagesto countieshavewildlifewatching
programs.

Wefedl it is essential to keep an eye on the state agencies and their newly found
love for wildlife watching. In amost all cases the agency that is now starting to

promote wildlife watching is the same agency that has been promoting fishing,
hunting and trapping all along.

From all government statistics, it is clear that hunting and trapping are very
surely (though not quickly enough to suit us) headed for oblivion. The actual
numbers of hunters, and especially their percentage of the population, is drop-
ping rapidly in every state in the country, and therefore, of course, inthe U.S. as
awhole. The main reason seems to be the inability to attract young (or at least
new) hunters to replace old hunters that have gone on to their just reward. In
most states, for every 100 hunters that are lost, only between 60 and 70 new
hunters are gained. Thiskind of loss cannot be sustained too long. The agencies
must realize by now that their traditional revenue base is drying up. The Fish
and Game agencies are in the same some position that manufacturers of
lanterns for horse drawn carriages were in when the automobile cut into
the carriage market. The smarter companies switched to making head-
lights for cars and are still around today.

A logical self-preservation question for those agencies is: can we develop or
find anew customer-base? Most of them seem to be, at least tentatively, explor-
ing wildlifewatching inthat light. Theinteresting question for usis, how will this
evolve into a revenue producing venture for the agencies and how should the
Animal Rightscommunity view this paradigm shift.

We've seen some embryonic efforts at raising revenue by the Washington
State decal that gives the bearer access to all Department of Fish and Wildlife
sites and the Tennessee Wildlife Watching Stamp. Will these evolveinto wildlife
watching licenses? Will there be more ranger-led tours of wildlife areasfor afee

as dready exists in some Nationa Parks? Undoubtedly all of these avenues of
revenue will be explored and exploited by the agencies.

What about the animal protective community? How should we react? Should
we support these trends or fight against them? It seems obvious that unobtrusive
observation of wildlifeis preferable to killing wildlife. The problem is that the
same cadre of good ole boys that run the Fish and Game agencieswill now want
funding for their agenciesderived from wildlifewatching. With their well-estab-
lished predilection for killing and destroying wildlife, can they be trusted with
funding from this new source? Our concern would be that they may well decide
to use the new-found revenues to support hunting until the last hunter fals off
his tree-stand. Giving them more revenues to manage wildlife is like hiring the
last surviving horse-thief to park our cars.

We would be much happier to see new (or at least different) agencies take
over managing wildlifewatching and using the funding from that source to man-
age our eco-systems for biodiversity and their environmental health.

Peter Muller is VP of C. A.SH.

This article has been reprinted in the Wildlife Watch Binocular. Thou-
sands of copies of the WWB are separately distributed. |f you would liketo
volunteer to distribute WWB in your area, please contact us at
wildwatch@verizon.net .

h THE AUBURN
CROW SHOOT

§ WAR ON TERROR
By JoHN CANNON
Will we those myriad leaving
ever non-human a wake
beings of abuse,
have the time, destruction
the will, that and waste,
the common have lived
decency, on this and
the moral beautiful earth worst
backbone of all
for
to wage millions shooting,
a noble war of years, trapping,
poisoning,
against long
the hideous before maiming
terrorism any legions and
of humanoids slaughtering
perpetrated .
daily began millions
upon their and
arrogant millions
;Ille totally self-centered of their
innocent rampage totally
innocent
animals - flooding _
across evolutionary
the globe kin.

This letter published in the Citizen

The abomination of a
crow-killing contest makes
itimperativefor communi-
ties and states across the
country to getinto thebusi-
nessof “wildlifewatching.”
Wildlifewatchingisabillion
dollarindugtry that basicaly
can't soar due to the ~
grangleholdthat thehuntershave over wildlifemanagement agen-
ciesand many law makers. It'squiteclear that the public needs
change.

Themarket for wildlifewatching isaready here. It needsto
be nurtured, encouraged, and not blended in with hunting or
relegatedtoasdeshow. Huntersposearisk toviewersof wildlife
and, quitefrankly, frighten or grossout the public.

The sdesof canoes, kayaks, tree stands, blinds, would boom
bigtimeif wildlifewatching programswerealowedto exist.

L ocally, themoney and tourism that would flow into Auburn
to view the crowsthat gracethe areawould be far more benefi-
cid than anything gained from afew sotsblasting at crowswith
shotguns.

And, just ook at wherethefirearmsmoney goes—it goestothe
wildlifemanagement agenciestoincreasewildlifefor hunting!

What awaste of financia resourcesand God's creation.

e SRR

AnneMuller, President
WildlifeWeatch, Inc.

PO. Box 562, New Paltz, NY 12561
wildwatch@verizon.net

J 845-256-1400
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WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO...
WORKING FOR WILDLIFE

There were several issues in which we became involved in last few months. In
some, we were instrumental in moving toward a successful solution, in others the
struggle continues. One issue which occurred concurrently in several localitieswas
the killing of suburban deer because, according to some residents, they constitute a
nuisance.

In Amherst and Cheektowaga, NY (both suburbs of Buffalo), Greenwich, CT,
and Solon, OH (a suburb of Cleveland), programs had been launched to kill subur-
ban deer. The plans for the execution of this massacre varied but the intended
effect was the same.

Both Solon, OH, and Greenwich, CT, are very affluent communities. They de-
cided to out-source thejob of killing the deer to acompany called “White Buffalo.”
White Buffalo was founded and is run by Tony DeNicola. DeNicolaoriginally con-
tracted with the city of Greenwich to kill 200 deer. That is the number the local
“experts’ had convinced the selectmen of Greenwich constituted the number of
excess deer in the city. When Tony and hisgang of hired thugs arrived they killed 80
deer. They told the city that there weren’'t any more — so they left. DeNicola was
overheard telling alocal policeman “ Greenwich doesn’t have a deer problem — but
I’ll be happy to take their money” — and he did. It cost Greenwich $47,000 for
DeNicolaand $7,600 in police overtimefor atotal of $54,600. That cameto $682.50
per deer killed.

In Solon, DeNicola contracted with the city for to kill 600 deer which he did. He
billed the city and was paid $252,000 for his services. That amounts to about $420
per deer killed.

Peter Muller went
to meetings in both
Solon and Greenwich
to help to stop the kill-
ing. He put the wild-
life protectors from
Solon and Greenwich
in touch with each
other. Once they
were able to compare
the invoicing by
DeNicola for both lo-
cations, it didn’t take
long before some bill-
ing irregularities were
discovered. We cannot
reveal the details of
those irregularities at
the moment, but hopefully they will help to stop further killing,

Natalie and Bo Jar nstedt in Greenwich had no problem convincing Greenwich
that the Town had been had. The Town of Greenwich has aready made a firm
decision not to use DeNicola's White Buffalo gang of thugs again — furthermore
they have decided that no form of “bait and shoot” to reduce the deer populationis
necessary.

We have every reason to be optimistic for a quick decision from Solon to follow
suit with a similar announcement very shortly. We look forward to hearing from
Lane Ferrante and Bridget Soeder with good news.

In the Buffalo suburbs bait and shoot programs went forward also. Rather than
using outside hit-men they used their own police force to shoot deer with high-
powered rifles. In spiteof al their assurancesto the contrary, an Amherst policeman’s
bullet penetrated a residence in the area where the bait-and-shoot took place. To
make matters worse, after the deer slaughter had ended, the town supervi-
sor of Cheektowaga announced a program to round-up and kill Canada geese
from the same town park.

Greenwich, CT had had a similar plan, but after pressure from Natalie and Bo
Jar nstedt, other protectors of wildlife, and several national organizationsincluding
Wildlife Watch, they backed off and agreed to use non-lethal methods to dissuade
the Geese from certain areas.

Peter Muller from C.A.SH. and LOHYV isgoing over some
pointers on political action with Animal Rights activists
from Solon. Picture by Craig Sanders

’ =3 |
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WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO...
WORKING FOR WILDLFIE
IN CHEEKTOWAGA, NY

The town government of Cheektowaga, NY, however, remained adamant in its
plan to kill geese. Presentations by Jeff Termini of LOHV, Randy Atlas of Ani-
mal Advocates of WNY/, other local wildlife protectors, and Peter Muller of
Wildlife Watch telling of the advantage of non-le-

thal alternativesfell on deaf ears. Even aletter from
the Town of Clarkstown, NY, testifying to the effi-
cacy of non-lethal methods was ignored. — Their
Town insisted on proceeding with the goose kill. In
the early morning of June 30™. 106 geese were
rounded up and killed by agentsfrom the USDA Wild-
life Services at the behest of the local government of
Cheektowaga..

Town Supervisor DennisH. Gabryszak had told The
Buffalo News less than a week before the round-up
that non-lethal means were being considered. That
turned out to be an obvious lie. In my talks with
Gabryszak and other members of the Cheektowaga
town board, they expressed their view that “killing
deer or geese isjust like mowing the lawn of getting
ahair cut. It's just maintenance. It's got to be done
every once in awhile.”

Jeff Termini of the League of
Humane \oters of Western
New York addresses the Town
Board of Cheektowaga

They are fully prepared and willing to go through this killing process
every year. Such callousness and indifference to life is rare, even among
small-town office holders.

Jeff Termini of the League of Humane Voters of Western New York
has pledged to use al of his organizational resources to remove as many mem-
bers of the current town board in the upcoming election as he can.

A Western NY wildlife advocate wrote:

Despite working night and day on this issue, according to our sources,
the Cheektowaga despicable officials had their way and the USDA rounded
up 106 geese and sent them to the “ processor” They ignored our offer of
help with the “ poop” —they ignored other towns' reports of successfully
using non-lethal methods—they ignored the requests to work with
GeesePeace so they could get free instruction and advice on non-lethal
goose management. Activists who went to see the geese today were horri-
fied that there wasn't one goose around the pond or in the park. So now
they have their baseball diamonds. Gone are the wonderful sights of the
geese and deer (had a bait and shoot earlier)...sterile Siglmeier.

WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO...

Letter sent to The Buffalo News:

We read with dismay the article about the fawn who was shot with an
arrow. It'sclear to all that the agentsthat are responsible for killing the deer
in the park and arresting people for feeding them wouldn’t be concerned
about poaching, even of fawns. They do not have the interest of the deer at
heart. It wascynical of the agent involved to say that they euthanize so the
deer don’t suffer. Their brand of “euthanasia’ is a bullet to the head.

Ms. Depczynski amazes me the more | read about her. She removed the
arrow from the fawn and tried to get follow-up medical help by calling 911.
Instead, when the officer arrived, it was reported that he wanted to write
her asummonsfor feeding deer! Was heinterested in medically helping the
deer? Was he interested in finding out who shot the deer? Was he inter-
ested in more broadly stopping the crime of poaching in the park? Sadly,
NO. That a fawn had to suffer such agony was lost on this man who
seemed focused on tormenting the woman who tried to help this baby.

We need to change wildlife policies and personnel to ensure that compas-
sionate people are the ones with authority over both wildlife and the people
who try to humanely help them.

If you would like to help turn things around for the deer and for their
protectors, please e-mail us at: wildwatch@verizon.net.

AnneMuller
WildlifeWatch

New Patz NY 12561
845-255-1400

WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO....

WORKING FOR WILDLIFE IN AUBURN, NY

Wildlife Watch gave a presentation in Auburn, NY at the invitation of Rita
Sarnicola. Ritaorganized awonderful meeting to encourage the City to partici-
pate in awildlife watching
program that would turn
Auburn, NY into the Crow
Watching Capital of the
country.

You may recall that alo-
cal bar sponsored a crow-
shooting contest which
brought in buffoons from
al over. It'snoway toen-
courage tourists who will
could spend their many
tourist dollarsto spenditin
the City of Auburn.

Biologistsgave presenta
tions about how Auburn

Photo by Steve Johnson

| higtorical ly has had one of the largest crow roostsin the country. Steve Johnson,

who is also trying to prevent the City from allowing these contests, took the
photo above. The City complained that crows roost in the downtown area.
Steve demonstrated that crows are attracted to trees that are in the light. He
showed how much light there is in downtown Auburn and suggested putting
caps on the lights along the streets and even reducing the number of lights. That
would keep the crows from roosting there at night. Crows are attracted to light

| because they feel safer in places where they can see nighttime predators such
4| asowls. That'swhy they like downtown areas or open fields where the moon

provideslight.

For more information about crows in Auburn contact us and we'll be
happy to put you in touch with Rita Sarnicola.
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WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO...

The inspiration for the letter came from someone in Buffalo. When we re-
guested it, it had to have the approval of the DEC, the Town Supervisor, and the
person who contracts with the town to use non-lethal methods of Canada goose
dissuasion. We never thought we would seethis, but hereitis: Please useit to let
town or city boards know that non-lethal methods of goose dissuasion ARE effec-
tive. Let us know if you need a copy faxed or mailed.

HAY-03-2005 D02:47PW  FROM- T-070  P.001/007  F-50R
Towr oF CLARKSTOWN

OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISOR

ALEXANDER J. GROMACK
Supervisor

May 3, 2005

Ms. Ann Muller
P.0. Box 562
New Paltz, NY 12561

Dear Ms. Muller:

The Town of Clarkstown has employed non-lethal methods of Canada Goose dissuasion
in our municipal parks since 1999, The methods used have included border collies and changes
in landscaping prior to nesting season. After nesting, we’ve also employed egg addling.

We intend 1o continue 1o use these elfective non-lethal methods as we’ ve experienced
their success. Not only have they been effective at keeping our municipal lawns clean, but Ih'ey
have greatly reduced complaints from those who feel impacied. The added important bonus is
that non-lethal methods do not divide the community-

As Canada Geese have not posed a problem in our municipal parks since these methods
were implemented, we see no reason to consider Jethal conmrols.

Sincerely,

Supervisor

AJGmm

10 Maple Avenue, New Ciry, New York 10956 « Telephone (845)633-2050 - Fax (343)634-5456
a_gromack(@rewn. clarkstown nyus

It reads:

The Town of Clarkstown has employed non-lethal methods of Canada Goose
dissuasion in our municipal parks since 1999. The methods used have in-
cluded border collies and changes in landscaping prior to nesting season.
After nesting, we've also employed egg addling. We intend to continue to use
these effective non-lethal methods as we've experienced their success. Not
only have they been effective at keeping our municipal lawns clean, but they
have greatly reduced complaints from those who feel impacted. The added
important bonus is that non-lethal methods do not divide the community. As
Canada Geese have not posed a problem in our municipal parks since these
methods were implemented, we see no reason to consider lethal controls.

GOD’S DOG

Wewer ehappy tolearn from Hope Ryden that her amazing book,
God's Dog, can now be ordered directly from iuniverse at the fol-
lowing link. We encourage you to read it and give it to othersto
read. Ask librariesto order it, and give it to friends for holidays
and birthdays. It will be a gift that will last a lifetime, for it will
change the reader s per spective of coyotes forever.

http://www.iuniverse.com/bookstore/book_detail.asp?& isbn=0-595-35036-4

Book Description

For two years naturalist/photographer Hope Ryden camped in remote areas of
the West observing and photographing coyotes. With eloguence and clarity, she
describes the private life of this much-maligned animal in a book that has been
heralded as the classic treatise on the subject. While observing her controversial
subjects, Hope endured hardships and peril, events she weaves into her beautiful
story.

“Full of charm and tenacious inquisitiveness as
the appealing animal she pleadsisallowedtolive.”

—The Washington Post

“A faultless and reasoned attitude.”

—The New York Times

God'’s Dog

¥ ASCLELS CHTAIL

Our price: $21.95
Format: Paperback
Size:6x9

Pages. 338

|SBN: 0-595-35036-4
Published: May-2005
International orders:
Call 00-1-402-323-7800

God's Dog : A Celebration of
the North American Coyote
by Hope Ryden

WHAT WE’VE

BEEN UP TO:

TheWildlifeWatch Hotline bringsin many callsthistime of year. Thisyear,
in particular, we've had many fawn calls. We try to connect people to wildlife
rehabilitators. Please see the R.O.C.K. section of the Wildlife Watch Binocu-

lar inserted into the C.A.SH. Courier.

Many folks who call worry that Mom won't be back. We have to convince
themto delay action until they know that Mom won'’t be coming, and the chances
are excellent, that the mother will return. We get many calls thanking us for
putting their minds at ease and telling us that the mother returned and lead her
offspring young one away. |f afawn seems comfortable, just leave him or her

aone.

We were gratified to get the following e-mail recently:

Dear Ann,

We followed your advice, about leaving the baby alone!!! We did a lot of
watching ... it was right in front of our home under a tree and near the
rocks in the photo. It stayed with us for about 2 days, and we were so
worried, but we hoped that the mom was coming by at night or when we
were not around. We never did get to see her. A male deer was feeding by it
and didn’'t even know it was there. When he discovered the baby he jumped!!
(the male jumped not the baby) It was so funny. He sniffed around for a
quick minute and went back to feeding. WWe were going to give it one more
day and then call you back but it left in the late afternoon...hopefully with
its mom. We did see a mom one day later with 2 babies, hopefully it was our

little guest.

Thanks for the advice.
M.M.
Valley Cottage, New York

Here are some great
photos of the baby.

WILDLIFE WATCH NOW HAS A MNEMONIC
TOLL-FREE NUMBER:
866 — WILD HELP

Please call if:

&€ YOU ARE A WILDLIFE REHABILITATOR:

L et us know who and where you are, and any information that we can have
about the animals that you take in for rehabilitation, and a little about your
facility. We'll be happy to post your information and eventually do a story
about you. If you have photos and stories, please e-mail them.

ONCE WE HAVE TWO A-C-T-1-V-E REHABILITATORS IN A
COUNTY, WE WILL PAY FOR A YELLOW PAGE AD.

<€ YOU ARE IN THE NY LOWER OR MID HUDSON VALLEY AREA:

Please call to be connected with the rehabilitators in the area.
& YOU WILL VOLUNTEER TO TRANSPORT INJURED OR OR-

PHANED WILDLIFE TO REHABILITATORS:

<« YOU ARE A REHABILITATOR AND YOU ARE PLANNING TO

GIVE A PRESENTATION,

We will be happy to post your event on our websites.

WONDERFUL BREAKING NEWS:

Several daysbefore completing thisis-
sue of the Courier, we got a call that a
fawn had been hit by a car. The young
son got the fawn off the road, and he,
his sister and mother, who was caring
for her infant at thetime, drove over here.

The fawn was stretched out to the
length of the large carrier, had blood on
his nose and eye, and appeared to be
dying. Mary Bell, awildliferehabilitator
arranged for him to be taken by the
Newburgh Animal Hospital where Dale
luzzini works. Daleisan amazing wild-
liferehabilitator.

When we got him there, the paying pa-
tients had to wait while the little fawn
was rushed into the emergency room and
put on IV. What a wonderful change!
With great trepidation, | caled the fol-
lowing day and was told that he had sta-
bilized. Two days later, Dale called.
“Don’t tell me” | said nervously. “He's
great, his brain swelling is down, his vi-
tal signs are normal and he almost killed

us, so we figured it was time to get him
to Mary Bell’s!” she said. He may have
some impaired vision, but we're hoping it
will clear up. Pete Muller said he was so
happy to hear the good news that he'd
chip in for a pair of glasses for the fawn!
Thank youtothefamily, Mary Bell, Dale
luzzini and the Newburgh Animal Hospi-
tal. Please encourage your veterinarian to
hireawildliferehabilitator and provide help
towildlife. Medical help is so needed.

; A=t .'-F;| =
A little fawn at Mary Bell’s - healing from
a broken nose
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Dear Uncle Joe:

One article you posted a person said that
they were threaten by a hunter on their own
land and then turned around and said the per-
son was a felon and wasn’'t supposed to even
own a gun. Well guess what? That guy is no
more a hunter than you are. He is a convicted
felon and a menace to society and should not
be called a hunter. He is a criminal that was
breaking thefreaking law.,.. not ahunter. People
that poach and slaughter animals out of sea-
son AREN’'T HUNTERS either. they are
CRIMINALS that are breaking the law, NOT
HUNTERS. Orginazations like your’s that
make out that ALL HUNTING is a bad thing
andthat ALL huntersare barbaric, orginazation
like yours should be outlawed and sued into
submission for spreading false propeganda,
Half Truths and out right Lies. | hope your
group falls apart at the seams and drowns in
it's own foul stench.

Denny S.
Saratoga, WY

Dear Denny:

Thanks for your kind wishes for C.A.SH.
We often hear from hunters who, like you,
accuse felons and those who cannot seem to
stay within incredibly liberal game laws of
not being “real” hunters. Regardless of
whether or not laws are obeyed, those who
stalk, lure, or bait animals for the purpose
of killing them are no different to the ani-
mals whose outcome is the same. The wild
animal killers victims are no less dead when
killed by a “ hunter” who obeys all the game
laws than they are when killed by a
“poacher” who violates one, several, or all
game laws. But the fact remains that for too
many, killing animals is something that they
do for fun and/or profit, and a little thing
like the law, which rarely gets enforced due
to the lack of law enforcement officers, will
not always get in the way of their mission.

As for your wish that organizations like
C.A.SH. be outlawed, it is also something
that we've heard before. Be careful what
you wish for, for your favorite pastimes may
be the next to be outlawed.

Peace,
Uncle Joe

Dear Uncle Joe:
| prefer to hunt and harvest my own food
when | can. | am connected enough to the
land to know where food comes from, and |

ASK UNCLE JOE

By JoE MIELE

GoT A QUESTION FOR UNCLE JOE? YOU CAN E-MAIL IT TO
AsKUNCLEJOE@HOTMAIL.COM.
WoULD YOU RATHER SNAIL MAIL YOUR QUESTION? SEND IT TO:

Ask UNcLE JoE, c/o WiLpLire WaTcH, Box 562, NEw PaLtz, NY 12561.
UNCLE JOE GETS A LOT OF MAIL SO DON'T BE OFFENDED IF HE CANNOT ANSWER
YOUR QUESTION IN THE COURIER. HECK, HE'S GOTTA WORK A DAY JOB, TOO.

Letters are printed as received. They are unedited.

don't mean the grocery store. Maybe every-
one at your organization is a vegan. More
power to you, but do you realize the number of
animals are displaced by converting land to
farmland. This displacement causes them to
lose habitat, become visible to predators, in-
creases disease, etc.
Brent M.
Athens, TX

Dear Brent:

Thank you for contacting Uncle Joe. Believe
it or not, we at CASH. find it admirable that
you are concerned about the way the nation’'s
food supply is brought to our dinner tables. |
suspect you have concerns about the quality
and safety of store bought meat, and we agree
that your concerns are valid. e differ in the
way We address those concerns.

C.A.SH. does not require its members to be
vegan, vegetarian or to adhere to any kind of
diet or lifestyle. The officers and decison mak-
ers within the group are vegans, but there is
nothing in our bylaws that requires this to be so.
W& recognize that one does not have to be a
practicing vegan to be concerned with the ac-
tions of gtate and federal fish and game agen-
cies and the actions they take to promote sport
hunting.

You are indeed right that when fields are
plowed and farms created, many thousands of
animals lose their homes and many others lose
ther lives. Sadly, this is a reality that we wish
were not the case. However, plant-based agri-
culture (ideally organic, sustainable agriculture)
does not inflict the constant and continuous loss
of animal life that is required to satisfy one's
desire for meat. Farming corn, collard greens
or peas is certainly not as environmentally de-
gructive as the massve feedlots that “ farmi’ the
35+ million cows Americans eat each year or
the incredibly wasteful hog facilities that are an
absolute environmental nightmare.

Many of our members don't agree with killing
animeals to eat them, but that is not the focus of
our organization. Our efforts focus on the
abuses and anti-environmental practices that are
a routine part of a typical state game agency's
modus operandi.

W\e understand that many people do not share
our opinion when it comes to sport hunting, trap-
ping and the role gate and federal wildlife agen-
cies play in creating many of the problems
associated with wildlife. We hope that in time,
as you continue to read the C.A.SH. Courier
and website, you will change your opinion and
come to share our views.

Peace,
Uncle Joe

WILDLIFE GROUPS

URBANWILDLIFECOALITION-NYC

TO KNOW ABOUT...

UWC-NY C SEEKS TO MOBILIZE those of like mind for the benefit of raising awareness and changing urban policieswhich

aecrud andunfair.

UWC-NYC DEMANDS that New York City — and cities across the globe — come to terms with the well-being of ALL their

inhabitants, INCLUDING squirrels, pigeons, sarlings, geese, ducks, raccoons, sparrows, robins— ALL OF THEM.

WE DEMAND that New York City rgect its current letha policiestoward urban crestures and believeit is possible, and necessary,
to envison acity with humane policies This would indude innovative, cregtive _ _
solutions as opposed to “poisoning” or “wires” and — our persond favorite —

“culling” [killing outright]

Johanna Clearfield heads the UWC-NYC. She is a pigeon rehabilitator

extraordinare.

Inresponseto one of the most frequently asked questions: don't pigeonsspread |- vl

diseases? the UWC pogts the following:

“The New York City Department of Health has no documented cases of |y -

communicable disease transmitted from pigeons to humans” - Dr. Manud

Vagas, New York City Department of Hedlth.

“Peopleworry that pigeonscarry disease” but thedanger is‘an exaggera- |
tion created by pest control companies looking for business”

Naturdigt for the Humane Sodiety of the United States.

" - Guy Hodge,
Vidt Johanna's blog at: hitp:/Avww.pigeonpapersblogspot.com/

Photo by Johanna Clearfield

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
WANT TO BUY AND/OR SELL LAND

FOR HUMANE PURPOSES?

DO YOU WANT TO SELL LAND TO PEOPLE WHO
WILL NOT ALLOW HUNTING? DO YOU WANT TO
BUY LAND TO PROTECT IT FROM HUNTERS, TRAP-
PERS, AND OTHER DESTROYERS OF ENVIRON-
MENT AND/OR WILDLIFE?

If so, we'll be happy to put you directly in touch with
people who are selling or buying property with humane
intentions.

Barn upstate NY

Land upstate NY

Important note:

C.A.SH. recommends that both buyers and sellers check
the verity of all information supplied. Our only role isto
provide a network.

If you intend to open land for Wildlife Watching, please contact
us. If you have a wildlife watching program in effect, please
contact Wildlife Watch at wildwatch@verizon.net

& Please see our newly designed C.A.SH. website. A big
thank you to Dave Sheppard, our web designer.

& Check out C.A.S.H. radio, which you can access from the
“Media’ link on the site: www.all-creatures.org/cash

& Let usknow if you would liketo volunteer to distribute the
Wildlife Watch Binocular.

&C Check out a new, informative website:
www.lovecanadageese.com Choo Choo Love is a longtime
member of C.A.S.H. with a GREAT name!

& Thank youtothe Mary T. and Frank L. Hoffman Family
Foundation for hosting the C.A.S.H. website.

&L Thank you to Josephine Bellacomo and Morgan Krug
for their memorial donation for Sacha Bellacomo-Krug, their
beloved cat child, and the C.A.S.H. editor’s two little dog chil-
dren, Jelly and Coco Muller, who passed away in March.

<X Thank you to Barbara Schmitt, and Mary and Bob
DeFilippo, for the many articles they send to us. Barbara was
horrified to see an ad for deer semen for growing bucks with
large antlers for the killing. She wrote: “ Of all the information
I have collected over the years, nothing is more horrible than
what isin the enclosed ad.” If you don't believeit, you can see
the ad in the Whitetail Journal, April 2005.

& Thank you to Ronda Roaring for posting information and
her letter to the Ithaca Journal:

Ronda found a statistic on the DEC’'s Web site. They estimate
that only 45% of eligible does are impregnated prior to the start
of the regular season. Surely someone can use that to good
effect. Ronda

Editor:

According to the New York Sate Dept. of Environmen-
tal Conservation (DEC), there are current 460,000 “ par-
ticipants’ in the state’s deer hunting program. According
to the U.S. Census Bureau, there were 19,190,000 people
living in this state in 2003. By my math, that means that
only 2.4 percent of the state’s population hunt deer.Yet,
these people are trying to control the state’s deer pro-
gram and our lives each autumn.

According to the DEC's Web site, it appears that, due
to pressure from the hunting contingency, the archery
season will start on October 1 this year. The muzzeloader
season will also be extended. Deer gunning season will
start on SATURDAY, November 19. No matter that Octo-
ber 1 is the height of fall foliage tourist season, no mat-
ter that you may want to hike in the woods, photograph
wildlife or wildflowers, or simply walk your dog, your
life this fall will be controlled by the 2.4 percent of the
population who want to kill deer.

The other 97.6 percent of us who don’t abuse wildlife
need to take back the outdoors. Send comments to: Big
Game Season Changes, NYSDEC, Bureau of Widlife, 625
Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4754.

Ronda Roaring
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CROSSBOW HUNTING

APPROVED IN VIRGINIA -
DESPITE GAME DEPARTMENT SCANDAL

Richard Firth, a C.A.S.H. member, has been following and
reporting on the scandal that has rocked the Virginia Department
of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF). In spite of the total
disarray of the Department, crossbow hunting has been approved
by five votes.

While VGIF is saying that the reason is to help out disabled
hunters, it makes bow and arrow hunting easier for women and
children, their new target market. Even the executive vice presi-
dent of the VA Bowhunters Association is not happy about it, he
was quoted as saying, “Our real concern is people that aren’t as
familiar with the challenge of harvesting an animal with an ar-
row—we're going to get a large influx into that early archery
season.” Clearly this man is concerned for his OWN safety —
but the safety issue was not a point that worked to stop thisfrom
passing.

We congratulate Richard Railey Jr. who was the sole opposing
vote of just 6 voters. He posed questions that were never an-
swered in the article. He wondered if there were enough game
wardens to supervise crossbow use and enforce the law, plus he
guestioned the wisdom of adding yet another weapon for general
use. He asked, “Where do we stop?’ Obviously, there are few
limits.

Many board members were missing from the vote due to prior
resignations caused by a scandal that has rocked the department.

Thefollowing e-mail from Richard Firth explains more:

Louis Hansen in the Virginian-Pilot of March 17, 2005
wrote:

During the state's budget crisis of 2002 to 2004, leaders at
the Department of Game & Inland Fisheries failed to follow
the governor’s order to curb travel and spending.

A Virginian-Pilot review of department spending records
shows that officials regularly traveled to conventions, bought
expensive sporting goods and routinely exceeded limits on
their state-issued charge cards.

From January 2003 to February 2004, department leaders
traveled to six national conventions, including trips to Las
Vegas and Reno, Nev. In most cases, the same four officials
made the trips. board chairman Dan Hoffler, executive di-
rector William L. Woodfin Jr., Col. Terry C. Bradbery and
Maj. Michael G. Caison.

Oversight of the department’s use of charge cards appeared
lax: 19 different employees exceeded their state-imposed
monthly limits, many repeatedly. A July 2004 statement
showed Bradbery’s assistant rang up charges of $10,132
despite a $2,000 limit on her card.

Detailed complaints to the state whistle-blower hot line
claimed that many of the charges on that statement were re-
lated to an African safari taken by Hoffler, Woodfin, Bradbery
and Caison in September. Expenses surrounding that trip are
a focus of the third state internal investigation into the de-
partment in three years.

Mr. Firth wrote the following letter:

| am writing to respond to your article, “ Point of
View” , appearing in the Richmond Times Dispatch
edition of June 26th concerning the State’s allow-
ance of the Crossbow to kill deer. | wish to become
the 178th person to protest in the strongest terms
possible the use of this insidious device, which now
compounds the utter misery and suffering inflicted
on the animal shot by either one of these two de-
vices.

It seems the methods allowed to hunt animals be-
come crueler and less humane as time goes by. Be-
ing shot by an arrow causes grievous wounds and a
slow, agonizing death unless the arrow pierces the
heart. WWounded animals run many miles bleeding to
death.

| despise our fish and game departments who are
only dedicated to preserving our wildlife mainly for
the hunters, fishermen and trappers to slaughter for
their own personal advantage.

This current scandal in our own Department
shows what type of people serve us in connection
with supposedly protecting and preserving our wild-
life. Two have already resigned in disgrace and |
hope and pray all the others will be severely pros-
ecuted for such arrogance toward the law and the
animals they are supposed to help.

Most sincerely,
Richard W. Firth, VA

HUNTERS KEEP WILDLIFE WATCHERS AWAY

“ANONYMOUS FOR A Goob REASON”

| would like people to know about northern Wisconsin. A woman was walking her dog after the
nine day high power gun season. It was muzzle-loading “season.” A neighbor who was hunting
shot her thinking her white hat was the tail of a whitetail deer. He found her dead with the dog
standing next to her. He was let off. The D.A. said it was an accident. That was the year before
last. After that incident, you'd hear the DNR and other law enforcement officers say that if you
aren’'t wearing orange, you are asking for it.

The entire northern region of Wisconsin is so pathetic with hunting that many people are upset
they cannot view the color of the leaves changing. They have signs showing the viewing areas,
only thing isyou haveto drive by unlessyou want to risk being shot as bear hunting isin full swing
with hounds chasing the bear, or hunters feed them and then shoot them. So from fall through near
the end of winter itisall hunting all the time.

The snow mobile people are even upset with it as no one feels safe with the hunters. It is
appalling that women who raise families are now joining forces with the men to kill mother deer
and bears and teaching their daughters to kill. No one really eats bear meat and no one should
have eight dead deer hanging in their garage. Schools and businesses should not be shut down for
hunting. No one should have to fear high powered weapons killing them or their livestock.

Peoplewho don't hunt should not haveto livein fear and be forced to buy orange clothing just to
feel safe walking out to the mail box. If you don’t believe it, come to any region in northern
Wisconsin when deer season is on, especially Thanksgiving week, or come and view the colorful
leaves but be careful if you want to take a walk. Wisconsin is a state that is supposed to be a
healthy, wholesome family State, a religious state, a pro-life state. Does this sound pro-life???
Does “wholesome” mean that girls and boys should go out and risk our lives and the lives of others
tokill innocent animals. The excusethat people giveto kill animalsisthat they aretoo poor to buy
food. That doesn’t wash when you look at the cost of guns and ammo.... Hunting has become a
sicknessin Wisconsin.

Many people who had wanted to retire here now leave because of the hunting, They came to
view thewildlifenot kill it. Huntingisall about money and trophies, and downright abuse of ethics
and a pro life philosophy. | wish to remain anonymous as most people fear to speak up or the
peoplewith guns will accidentally shoot you or your animals, or astray bullet may accidentally end
up going through your house. That has happened as well. There is a beautiful area near Rice
Lake called the Blue Hills. Many people want to hike there in the late summer, fall and early
winter but cannot do it and feel safe. It isshameful. Itisdifficult to explain to your children why
God put animals on this earth and why we should respect life and families and then see this
ridiculousand cruel display of killing.

It is common practice to have hunting stands where deer and bear are baited. Hunters get them
used to being fed and then shoot them. | am upset that my children have to see this, they have
friends who also cannot abide by it. Somehow it doesn’'t go with the Christian image of family,
God, and pro life that is spoken of with great belief. | am not alone in believing that Wisconsin
needs to clean up its own act. Put the kids back in school and work, and stop the DNR from
extending the hunting season on the grounds of too many deer. Asan added note, a bear can live
for about forty years, but in a hunting areait isthree to five.

Evenif you only like dogs, you would not like to see dogs kept in boxes in the back of bed trucks
and then turned loose on wild animals. When hunters let the dogs out to chase a bear or raccoon,
the dogs often get torn up. Many of the women are taught how to sew up the dogs from their
menfolk after a hunting excursion. It isin the mind of many people that live here. that we have
to be silent out of fear of retaliation. Maybethey should replace “Dairyland” on the license plates
with“Killingland.”

Check out the hunting season in Wisconsin on any DNR page......Look for hunting accidentsin
Wisconsin on web pages.. Or come view the autumn colors from your car. Bring a camera and
take alook at all the dead deer piled in trucks and people wearing orange. Look at the stores that
have banners, we welcome hunters!!!! Bring the media... it's a show of violence and killing.
L ook for opening day of gun season in Northern Wisconsin. Rated R... Check out the bear hunters
after you check bear season on the net....Or call Wisconsin DNR.

[We took the writer’s suggestion and checked the WI DNR website http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/
org/land/wildlife/hunt/deer/index.htm which states:

Wisconsin's estimated post-hunt deer population is well above goal again this year. Since
1960, biologists have used hunter harvest and popul ation modeling techniquesto estimate herd
size. Population goals were first established in 1962. The original over winter (post hunting
season) goa for the Wisconsin deer herd was 441,900 deer. As deer range expanded and
hunting interest increased, the goal has grown until today it stands at nearly 709,000 an in-
crease in goa of more than 60%.

That saysit all. Sadly, our states and federal government cater to hunters who drive wildlife
watchers out of the woods!]

WILDLIFE IN THE NEWS:

EVER ONWARD — TOWARD THE DUSTBIN OF HISTORY AS
LUKE DOMMER, C.A.SH. FOUNDER, USED TO SAY::

-According to The Shreveport Timesof March 13, 2005 Louisiana shunting populationis
dying out. Inan article By Mike Hasten based on reportsfrom L ouisanaWildlifeand Fisher-
ies Department: “From 2001 to 2005, the number of licensed hunters has dropped from
241,622 t0 224,224. Louisianais concerned about hunting literally dying out. Itshunting
population isgetting ol der, and fewer licensesare being sold to younger hunters”

-According to an article by Frank Sargeant, posted on Tampa Bay OnLine, hunting li-
censesaleskeepfalling in Florida: Floridahad 175,894 resident huntersin 1994-95...By
2000-2001 that had declined to 161,882. In 2003-04, the most recent statistics, salesdropped
t0 156,036. | n astate where the human population is spiraling upward, declining hunting
license sdesindicatethat the new Floridiansare not hunters, and young peopleare not grow-
ingupintherural tradition
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WANT WESTERN LAND BARONS TO GET

YOUR HARD EARNED TAXES?

EVER HEARD OF “OPEN FIELDS'? WE HAVE -

Thank you to Herman Lenz, our member in lowa, for bringing the “Open
Fields’ Bill to our attention. S.548 and H.R. 1351.

In a call to the House sponsor, Earl Pomeroy of N. Dakota, it is clear that
General Funds from the US Treasury will be used to pay private property owners
for opening up their land to hunters.

The official name of the Bill is: “Voluntary Public Access and Wildlife Habitat
Incentive Program Act of 2005.” It would fund grants to state and tribal access
programs and encourage expansion and improvement of fish and wildlife habitat.

In an articlein the Washington Times by Gene Mueller, he said that Open Fields
now callsfor $20 million in annual federal funding from the Department of Agri-
culture to be made availabl e between 2005 and 2009. It would equate to roughly 4
million acres of new land opened each year.

Many states have existing “Open Field” programs to encourage farmers and
ranchers to open their lands to hunters. Many of the state programs are effective
but currently under funded to meet the request from farmers and ranchers to
participatein those programs. Thefederal program would consist of a$20 million
annual grant to those state programs for the next 5 years.

Both the House and the Senate bills are currently languishing in committees and
don’t appear to be fast-tracked for passage. However, since they “pork-barrel”
bills, that is billsthat give federal fundsto one region of the country (17 primarily
Western States would benefit for the bill) they are subject to a lot of “horse-
trading” among congressmen. So we should keep an eye on those bills to make
sure they stay in committee.

GOVERNMENT TERRORISM

A state bill that is of great concernto usis pending in the Pennsylvanialegidature
isHouse Bill 213. House Bill 213 has passed the General Assembly (168-16) and is
now headed for the State Senate.

It would classify hunter harassment and other animal protective acts as eco-
terrorism and make those acts punishable by up to 40 yearsin jail and a $100,000
fine.

Pennsylvania has never been a community famous for embracing animal rights.
Many of us remember the pigeon shoots and turkey shoots with live tethered tur-
keys as targets. Many of the most egregious excesses and misapplications of the
hunter harassment laws come from Pennsylvania. There, at least one landowner
has been arrested and charged with hunter harassment while trying to keep hunters
from invading their homes and destroying their possessions. To enact this totally
barbaric law makes one wonder if that legidatureis playing with afull deck.

PETER'S HUMOR?

By PeTer MuLLER, V.P. C.A.S.H.

A hunter was cruising along a back country road when all of a
sudden he drove into a huge mud hole right in the center of the
road. Being hopelessly stuck, he walked down the road to find help.
A short jaunt down the road, he came upon an old farmer with a 4-
wheel drive and a winch. When the hunter told the old farmer about
his predicament, the old-timer said, "T'll pull you out, but it will
cost you $100." The hunter was in quite a bind and was forced to
pay the old man. After he was freed from the mud hole, the hunter
complained, "At the high prices that you charge I'm surprised you're
not pulling people out of the mud full-time.” "Can't," replied the old
farmer. "It takes me the better part of the day to haul water for
the hole."

©OO

Two friends were hunting near a river when a funeral procession
passes over the nearby bridge. One of the hunters takes off his
orange hunting cap and holds it close to his chest until the proces-
sion passes by, then replaces it on his head. The other hunter is
impressed by this and remarks that he is touched by the other's
respect for the funeral, fo which the hunter replies: "It's the least
T could do, my mom would have been 75 years next week."

OO0

A hunter was driving by a field and sees another hunter trying
to row a boat in the middle of a muddy field. He drives over to him
and shouts, "It's idiots like you that give us hunters a bad name,
and if I could swim I would come over there and kick your butt!"

©OO

A couple of hunters were driving around in Louisiana when they
came to a sign that told them they were almost to Natchitoches.
They started arguing about how to pronounce the name of the
town. Finally they stopped for lunch. After getting their food, one
of the hunters said to the cashier, "Can you settle an argument
for us? Can you tell us very slowly, where we are?”

The cashier leaned over the counter and said: “Buuurrrrrr-
Gerrrrrr Kiiiinnnnnggg"

SECOND ANNUAL HUNTER JOKE CONTEST:
Send us your jokes and the winner (we time our laughter) will be
announced in the next issue of the Courier. Jokes will be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor.

C.A.S.H. CATALOG

A Voice in The Wilderness
Video Tape approximately 20 minutes
$12.00
Expose of wildlife management by Luke
Dommer, founder of C.A.SH., produced
by FocusonAnimals, CT. Esther Mechler
of Focus has generoudy given C.A.SH.
theright to sell AVbicein the\WIderness.
Copies are being generously donated by
Nancy Gordon of HAV E, avideo company
inHudson, NY.
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| am my brother’s keeper
Beautiful color poster 11 x 17 (Original
isail on canvas) by Amanda Moeckel,
abrilliant, young artist.
www.myanimalart.com
$19.95 non-members;
$15.95for members;

CASH HAT

Neon Orange, one sizefitsall.
$7.50

C.A.SH.T-SHIRT, X-LARGE,
BRIGHT ORANGE—$12.00
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Back of shirt, above.
Front of shirt, below.

WILD
ANIMALOPOLY
has all the fun of a
traditional real
estate trading < #7"T
game with - 12"
some wild = &
animal twists. -
I nstead of =\
buying:. L TEC-E
property, °
players become Caretakers of animals.
Instead of rent, players pay Meal Fees.
A player collects 4 Elements - the land,
water, food and clean air that all animals
need to survive and tradesthem in for a
Habitat where an animal can survive on
itsown. It'sall fun and games until you
land on HIDE FROM PREDATOR...
then it’s time to run to HIDING and
you're out for 3 turns! So grab your
token and advance to EXPLORE.
Whatever Happens... It's howling good
fun! IT"SWILD!
$23.95 non-members;
$19.95 members;

Additional $4 shipping/handling

Lily Pond
By Hope Ryden

$15.00 ($14.00for C.A.S.H. members)
“Reading this book was, for me, like
journeyinginto afascinating newworld:
| am enriched” —Dr. Jane Goodall
Ms. Ryden writes about her four years
withafamily of beaversinthewild. Armed
with a facts and endearing photos, you
may eventually be ableto savethisanimal
fromkiller wildlifeagencies.

LiLy POND

RYDEN

B Jne G

Hovri

The traditional game of Monopoly is
the foundation for this game. Birders
will lovethisgame. Learn interesting
facts about birds, as well. Some of
North America's favorite birds are
“characters’ in this game.

$23.95 non-members;

$19.95 members,

Additional $4 shipping/handling

HOW YOU CAN HELP US DO MORE:

v Become a member

v Include WILDLIFE WATCH, INC. in your
will (you may earmark bequests for
C.A.S.H.). If you have general questions
about leaving a bequest in your Will to Wildlife
Watch, or making Wildlife Watch the
beneficiary of life insurance or other assets,
you can contact Frances Carlisle, Esqg. at
212-213-0172. Frances Carlisle is a trusts
and estates attorney with expertise in
advising clients about bequests and other
types of disposition to charitable
organizations.

v Donate shares of stock, avoid capital gains
and get a tax deduction! Notify your broker
or the company whose stock you hold. Ask
them to transfer stock to Wildlife WaTch, Inc.
Federal Tax Identification Number: 13-
3076705

A copy of our latest annual report may be obtained
from Wildlife Watch, Inc., or from the Office of the
Attorney General, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway,
New York, NY 10271.




